


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
PROJECT TITLE: EXPANDED HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (EHRDP)

PROPONENT: Agricultural Training Institute

PROJECT COST : P500 Million

DURATION : Five (5) Years

The Expanded Human Resource Development Program (EHRDP) was approved in 
Year 1999 with funding under the US PL 480 Food for Peace Program for the Year 2000 
to 2004 and extended to Year 2008 to 2011 (extended to 2014). 

The EHRDP aimed to help address an urgent need for the agriculture and fisheries 
sectors develop its human resource base specified in Republic Act 8435, known as the 
Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act (AFMA).

The EHRDP sought to improve the Philippines’ capability to modernize the scientific and 
technological capability of deserving and qualified technical, scientific, professional 
and academic workers, and extension workers working in agriculture and fisheries. It 
offers a program of continuing education and expands existing scholarship programs 
for degree and non-degree courses in national and international institutions.  

The Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) is mandated to develop and administer a 
national human resource development program for degree and non-degree trainings 
for DA, LGU and other personnel in agriculture and fisheries sectors.

The first funding for Year 2000 was P105.448 Million for the 267 Masteral Degree scholars 
to five (5) Universities for the Year 2000-2006. The second funding for the Year 2008 
was P110.053 Million which were utilized for Masteral and Doctoral Degree, financial 
assistance for the completion of Thesis and Dissertaion, financial support to book 
publication, local and international non-degree courses, and Observation Tours on 
Good Agricultural Practices in Organic Agriculture.

The National Agricultural and Fishery Council (NAFC) in support of and realizing the 
significance of the project in developing the human resource of the agriculture and 
fisheries sectors, provided financial assistance for the implementation for the last three 
(3) years of the EHRDP. 

The coordination of the Project was transferred from DA-OSEC to NAFC by virtue of 
Administrative Order No. 16, dated 20 May 2008 issued by the Secretary of Agriculture, 



Arthur C. Yap, which gives authority to NAFC to manage the PL 480 Program, and 
release the remaining funds for the scheduled activities.

Funding for the EHRDP CY 2009-2011 until its extension period of 2014 amounting 
to P284.498 Million was sourced from the proceeds of PL 480 Title I Program. These 
amount were utilized for the Masteral and Doctoral Degree, financial assistance for 
the completion of Thesis and Dissertation; financial support to book publications, 
conduct of policy studies, participation in non-degree courses locally and in USA, and 
participation to Observation Tours on Organic Agriculture.

The Table below shows the EHRDP Targets and Accomplishments from Year 2000-2013.
 

 
PPA 

 

 
Total Target 

 
Total Accomplishments 

Masteral Degree Scholars:   
 -Year 2000-2006 267 267 (100%) 
 -Year 2008-2013 555 555 (100%) 
Doctoral Degree Scholars 136 136 (100%) 
Non-degree courses (Local) 
Non-degree courses (in USA) 
Observation Tour 

2,072 
64 
100 

1,542 (74%) 
81 (126%) 

106 (106%) 
Study Grants (No.): 
 -Dissertation Assistance  
 -Thesis Assistance  
 -Book Publication 
 -Policy Study 

 
65 
90 
6 
2 

 
62 ( 95%) 
68 ( 76%) 
   6 (100%) 
  2 (100%) 

 

It is worthy to note that the DA as mandated in AFMA has the responsibility of providing 
its personnel equal opportunities for training, education, and career development on 
a continuing basis. Investment in human resource through capability building and 
education support will enable them to acquire desirable wisdom, knowledge, and skills 
to face modern development challenges. Along this line, it is highly recommended that 
the EHRDP be extended and revitalized to provide formal and non-formal capability 
building to DA personnel, LGUs, SUCs, and other partner institutions.

Revitalization of the EHRDP should be enhanced and tailored to respond to the needs 
of the agriculture sector. Moreover, allowances and benefits should be increased to 
make EHRDP competitive to scholarship programs offered by other institutions and 
intensification of program communication should be done to encourage applicants 
to the program.

The EHRDP enhanced the capability of the scholars in their job performance. 
Implementation of the program through the ATI Network of Training Centers expedited 
the process of flow of the program. Also, issue and concerns were addressed faster 
and easier.  Overall, the EHRDP contributed in the goal of achieving sustainable 
development in the Philippines by addressing the need of human resource 
development in the agriculture and fisheries sector.
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I. PROJECT BACKGROUND

The Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act (AFMA) of 1997 spells out an urgent 
need for the implementation of a Human Resource Development Program in the 
agriculture and fisheries sectors. As the sectors are challenged by international 
competition and globalization, the development of scientific and technological 
capabilities of its manpower is indispensable in realizing the vision of AFMA.

The Department of Agriculture (DA) as mandated in AFMA shall have the responsibility 
of providing its personnel equal opportunities for training, education and career 
development on a continuing basis consistent with the overall framework of AFMA. To 
carry this out, the Agricultural Training Institute (ATI), National Agricultural and Fishery 
Council (NAFC), and Human Resource Development Division (HRDD) developed the 
proposal on the Expanded Human Resource Development Program (EHRDP). It was 
approved in November 1999. Funding of this program comes from the proceeds of 
the US Public Law 480 (US PL 480) Title 1 and Section 416B. 

The US PL 480 Title 1 is a concessional sales program to promote exports of the United 
States agricultural commodities and foster broad-based sustainable development. In 
the Philippines, commodities are sold by the DA’s NAFC, and the proceeds are spent 
on projects to assist agriculture and fisheries. 

The EHRDP is intended for scholarships and trainings to develop technical, scientific, 
professionals, and academic workers to meet the challenges and requirements 
of a modernized agriculture and fisheries sector in the Philippines. The EHRDP was 
developed along the DA’s mandate of providing quality education and training in 
science and technology to promote the total development of its human resources for 
greater service to the nation. In 2000, the ATI as the extension arm of the DA started 
the implementation of the EHRDP. It is a five-year program that was to end in 2004. 
The releases of funds were extended, likewise its implementation until 2013. The total 
EHRDP cost for a five-year implementation is P500 M.

II. OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM

The EHRDP has the following objectives:

1. Offer a program of continuing education for the DA, SUCs and LGU staff and 
extension workers;

2. Expand existing program of scholarship for degree and non-degree trainings in 
national and international institutions for deserving technical, administrative, 
academic, scientific staff and extension workers, and practitioners in 
agriculture and fisheries; and 
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3. Scholarship for degree and non-degree trainings in agriculture and fisheries 
for capable and deserving youths, particularly the children of smallholders, in 
order to support their studies, services and professional careers in agriculture 
and fisheries.

III. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A. General Description, Features and Expected Outputs of the Program

The EHRDP offers a program thru the national and international institutions which 
sought to improve the Philippines’ capability to modernize the deserving technical 
and academic personnel, and extension workers in agriculture and fisheries. It also 
aims to upgrade their technical knowledge and skills as well as values re-orientation to 
broaden the professional experiences in areas related to their field unit of specialization. 
The program has two components, namely, Provision of Scholarship Programs and 
Monitoring and Evaluation. 

1. Provision of Scholarship Programs

 Degree Courses

Baccalaureate Degree - This aims to award indigent but deserving students specifically 
the sons and daughters of smallholder farmers to encourage them to enroll in agri-
related fishery course. A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was forged with the 
Aurora State College for this.

  Expected output: 28 bachelor’s degree holders

Master’s Degree - This is designed to provide advanced education to sharpen and 
broaden the professional competence on one’s field of specialization.

In Year 2000-2006, Memoranda of Agreement (MOA) were forged with the following 
universities to offer the following programs:

1. The Ateneo School of Government (ASoG) for the degree in Master in Public 
Management focused on Rural and Agricultural Development (MPM-RAD). 
By the end of the program, the scholars are expected to prepare to achieve 
the broader goals of transforming communities and building the nation 
through ethical leadership and good governance in the public service.

2. The University of Asia and the Pacific (UAP) for the degree in Master Program in 
Food Systems Management (FSM). This program aims to develop high caliber 
managers and analysts who will help initiate and/or catalyze changes in the 
agri-food sector and meet the challenges of globalization.

3. The Xavier University-Ateneo de Cagayan for a degree in Master in Public 
Management (MPM). The course is meant to develop leaders who will use 
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the necessary tools to adopt a multi-disciplinary approach to implement 
policy strategies.

4. D. The University of the Philippines-Visayas for Master of Management (MM) 
program. The program is designed for career professionals and entrepreneurs 
to enhance their competitive edge in organizational management, 
policy development and program implementation in their various fields of 
specialization and endeavor.

5. E. The University of the Philippines-Diliman (UPD) for a degree in Master in 
Development Economics (MdevEcon). This program gives priority admission 
to middle-level technical and professional personnel from tranches of 
government service whose current or future work involves development 
planning, policy analysis, applied economic research or project development.

  Expected output: 267 bachelor’s degree holders

In Years 2008-2013, selected state universities and colleges (SUCs) nationwide which 
offers agriculture and fishery related courses nationwide, forged a MOA with ATI.

  Expected output: 555 bachelor’s degree holders

Doctoral Degree - The DA aims to develop high caliber manpower or potential leaders 
in their respective field of studies and institutions. This is awarded to master’s degree 
holders with high leadership potentials and achievements in areas of specialization in 
agri-fishery related courses. Like the master’s degree, this is offered in selected SUCs.

  Expected output: 136 bachelor’s degree holders

 Non-Degree Courses

International non-degree courses - these are short-term training courses mainly 
obtained in the United States of America (USA), like the experience-based learning 
visits, fellowships, short training course on any agriculture and fishery-related subjects 
as well as attendance to symposia, conferences, and research presentations.

  Expected output: 64 participants

Local non-degree training courses - these are short-term training courses on social 
technology specifically for the middle level managers of the local government units 
(LGUs), SUCs and from the DA. These also include experience-based learning visits to 
organic farms or those with the latest package of technology on good agricultural 
practices (GAP).

  Expected output: 2,072 participants
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 Grants

Thesis and Dissertation support - this program provides financial assistance to ongoing 
students of master’s and doctorate degree programs.

  Expected output: 90 Grantees of Thesis support for masteral students
     65 Grantees of Dissertation support

Book Publication - this program gives financial assistance for book publications in 
support to agriculture and fishery extension.

  Expected output: 6 Book Publications

Policy Studies - the program funds policy studies in support to agriculture and fishery 
extension

  Expected output: 2 Grantees of Policy Studies

Observation Tours - EHRDP funds observation tours to organic or GAP accredited farms 
to learn, observe and to have learning and insights.

  Expected output: 100 Observation Tours

Table 1 shows the total targets of the EHRDP.

Table 1. EHRDP Targets for Years 2000-2013
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B. Strategies: Recruitment, Selection and Placement

During the first years (2000-2007) of the implementation of the EHRDP, the ATI was 
the implementer and served as Secretariat of the program. The initial screening   
and nomination of applicants were carried out by the Institute, while the approval 
passed through the Scholarship Committee. This Committee was chaired by the 
Undersecretary of the Policy and Planning, the ATI Director as Vice Chair, the National 
Agriculture and Fishery Council (NAFC), Bureau of Agricultural Research (BAR) and 
the Department of Agriculture’s Policy and Planning Service as members. Funding 
support were all transferred to the concerned universities thru a MOA. This included 
tuition and other miscellaneous fees and book allowance every semester, monthly 
stipend, relocation allowance of those scholars enrolled in the university outside their 
regional residence, and the university’s management fees. 

In 2008 to 2013, there was a change in the recruitment and placement of scholars. The 
ATI Capability Building Committee (ACBC) was created thru ATI Special Order No. 63 
dated 07 April 2009. This committee was formed and accorded authority to approve 
applicants to the different scholarship program using the Scholarship Guidelines. The 
recruitment and selection process emanated from the network of the ATI training 
centers and forwarded to ATI central office (ATI-CO) for approval. The ATI – CO served 
as the national program coordinator. 

2. Program Monitoring and Evaluation Activities

Monitoring activities shall include the conduct of mid and annual reviews every year. 
Likewise, monitoring activities in the regional level shall also be conducted. These shall 
include the conduct of forums to bridge the gap between the technology generators 
and the end-users. The scholar-graduates are given the chance to showcase or 
introduce latest trends in technology to other extension workers, farmers and even 
students.

Communication facilities shall also be upgraded by procuring powerful computers, 
printers, laptops and photocopier machines and camera in the knowledge center of 
the ATI’s information technology center.

IV. PROJECT RESULTS

A total of 1,097 scholars availed of the degree courses and grants under the EHRDP 
from 2000 to 2013.  The highest number of scholars came from the National Capital 
Region with 129 scholars followed by Region XI with 101 scholars. Summing up by 
zone, NCR with Luzon had the 50% share of the total scholars while Mindanao had 
35%. Only 15% came from the Visayas as shown in Figure 1. Females are dominantly 
12% more than the males as shown in Table 2.
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REGION GENDER AGENCY TOTAL 
MALE FEMALE DA LGU SUC 

CAR 20 22 10 26 6 42 
I 16 32 14 34 - 44 
II 31 37 20 35 13 68 
III 23 36 11 38 10 59 

IV-A 31 38 27 32 10 69 
IV-B 41 32 15 52 6 73 

V 24 37 9 42 10 61 
VI 37 48 34 28 23 85 

VII 15 31 12 26 8 46 
VIII 15 21 7 18 11 36 
IX 29 31 26 34 - 60 
X 42 51 35 54 4 93 

XI 59 42 14 71 16 101 
XII 29 44 15 47 11 73 

CARAGA 15 21 8 22 6 36 
ARMM 10 8 2 12 4 18 

NCR 51 78 126 2 1 129 
TOTAL 488 609 385 573 139 1,097 

% 44 56 35 52 13  
 

Table 2. Regional profile of Scholars by Gender by Agency

It is apparent that 52% of the scholars were from the local government units (LGUs) 
while 35% from the Department of Agriculture (DA). A chunk of 13% came from state 
colleges and universities (SUCs).

 
 
 
 

50% 

15% 

35% Luzon
Visayas
Mindanao

Figure 1. Percentage Distribution of Scholars by Zone
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Degree Courses

In the first years of the program (2000-2007), 28 deserving children of smallholder 
farmers graduated with a degree in Bachelor of Science in Agriculture (BSA) in Aurora 
State College.

Likewise, there were 267 scholars who took master’s degree from universities, like, the 
Ateneo School of Government (ASoG), University of the Asia and the Pacific (UA&P), 
Xavier University (XU) and in the University of the Philippines in the Visayas (UPVis).  Out 
of this total, 220 or 82% graduated with master’s degree in various field of specialization. 
However, 18% did not graduate and finish their paper as of May 2017.  Regions CAR, 
III, IV-B, V, VII, IX, XI, CARAGA and ARMM had a notably 100% completion rate.
(Annex A)

Year 2000-2007

REGION GRADUATED NOT GRADUATED TOTAL 

CAR 2 - 2 

I 3 1 4 

II 5 3 8 

III 2 - 2 

IV-A 13 5 18 

IV-B 4 - 4 

V 6 - 6 

VI 31 1 32 

VII 4 - 4 

VIII 11 1 12 

IX 4 - 4 

X 33 1 34 

XI 5 - 5 

XII 1 1 2 

CARAGA 11 - 11 

ARMM 1 - 1 

NCR 84 34 118 

TOTAL 220 47 267 

 

Table 3. Regional Status of Scholars Enrolled in ASoG, UA&P, XU, UPVis
    from Year 2000-2007
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Figure 2 shows how the university faired as to the number of graduates. Xavier University 
had just one who did not graduate while UP-Diliman had more scholars who did not 
graduate than who graduated.
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Figure 2. Universities with the Number of Graduates-Years 2000-2007

While scholars in 2000-2007 yielded 82% of graduates, scholars in 2008-2013 (See Annex 
B) produced 83% of graduates. Region X had the most number of graduates (97%), 
followed by Region V (93%) and Region CARAGA (92%). Some regions however, have 
number of graduates below 75%. These were in Regions IV-A (59%), IX (66%), ARMM 
(71%) and III (72%). NCR had the least number of graduates (30%) (Table 4).

Year 2008-2013

REGION GRADUATED ON-GOING FOR REFUND TOTAL 
CAR 39 0 1 40 

I 33 2 9 44 
II 53 2 5 60 
III 41 13 3 57 

IV-A 31 5 15 51 
IV-B 59 4 6 69 

V 51 3 1 55 
VI 46 2 6 54 
VII 37 5 0 42 
VIII 22 1 1 24 
IX 37 8 11 56 
X 57 1  1  59 
XI 82 12 2 96 
XII 63 2 6 71 

CARAGA 23 - 2 25 
ARMM 13 - 4 17 
NCR 3 3 4 10 

TOTAL 690 63 77 830 
 

Table 4. Regional Breakdown of Status of the Scholars in Years 2008-2013
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There are about 63 (7.59%) scholars with on-going status working on their papers/
theses. Reasons of delay include those research-based thesis or dissertation which 
were mostly affected by force majeure which need to be restored or rebuilt. Others 
include non-availability and conflict of schedule between adviser and advisee which 
contributed to the delay in the defense of their papers.

While on-going scholars have greater compliance to graduate within 2017, 77 (9.27%) 
of the 830 scholars constitute those who could no longer finish their studies. They were 
dropped from the roll, could not cope up with the pressures of being a student and 
working at the same time, lapses in time to conduct research studies, some deceased, 
and even affected by political instability, among others.

Year 2000-2013

In totality, Table 5 shows the overall regional status of the 1,097 EHRDP scholars from 
2000 to 2013.  Out of this total, master’s degree was granted to 832 scholars or 76% 
of the total, while doctoral degree with only 12%. Thesis and dissertation grants had a 
chunk of 6% each.

While the NCR had the most number of scholars who took up master’s degree, Region 
X had the most number of graduates (98%), followed by Region V (95%) and Region 
CARAGA (93%). A total of 673 graduated with a Master’s degree out of the 832 
scholars. This registered an 81% achievement rate.

There were 116 who received doctoral degrees from various SUCs. Regions IV-A, V, 
VII, VIII and CARAGA had a 100% successful PhDs in various fields in agriculture and 
fishery. This registered an 84% accomplishment over its target of 137 scholars.

Grants on thesis support were also availed by 66 scholars. A total of 60 scholars 
graduated with 91% accomplishment. Regions with all scholars graduated came from 
III, IV-B, VI, VII, VIII, XI, XII and CARAGA.

Similarly, dissertation support were availed by 62 scholars. Out of this, 56 or 90% 
graduated.  All scholars in Regions CAR, I, II, IV-A, IV-B, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII and CARAGA 
graduated.

Overall, out of the 1,097 scholars who availed of degree courses and grants, 910 
graduated, an 82.95% rate of accomplishment. The remaining 17.05% constituted the 
5.74% of the scholars who are still working on their manuscript which will be finished 
towards the end of 2017. The 11.30% will be required to refund as per grantee’s 
obligations and responsibilities as stated in the scholarship contract.
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Region   MASTER’S PhD Thesis Dissertation Total 

 No. Graduated No. Graduated No. Graduated No. Graduated No. Graduated 

CAR 28 27 10 10 2 2 2 2 42 41 

I 31 20 - - 15 14 2 2 48 36 

II 41 35 17 14 6 5 4 4 68 58 

III 44 31 8 6 6 6 1 - 59 43 

IV-A 59 34 5 5 - - 5 5 69 44 

IV-B 56 48 12 10 2 2 3 3 73 63 

V 38 36 2 2 12 11 9 8 61 57 

VI 58 51 13 12 4 4 11 10 86 77 

VII 31 26 13 13 2 2 - - 46 41 

VIII 25 22 4 4 1 1 6 6 36 33 

IX 48 32 10 7 - - 2 2 60 41 

X 86 84 6 5 - - 1 1 93 90 

XI 81 70 10 7 6 6 4 4 101 87 

XII 52 44 12 11 5 5 4 4 73 64 

CARAGA 29 27 3 3 2 2 2 2 36 34 

ARMM 7 5 6 6 1 - 4 3 18 14 

NCR 118 84 6 2 2 1 2 - 128 87 

TOTAL 832 676 137 117 66 61 62 56 1,097 910 

 

Table 5. Overall Regional Status of EHRDP Scholars - Years 2000-2013

Non-Degree Courses

On July 13, 2009, the DA, represented by then Secretary Arthur C. Yap, signed a 
MOA with the Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research 
Agriculture (SEARCA), represented by its Dean, Dr. Arsenio M. Balisacan, Ateneo School 
of Government (ASoG), University of Asia and the Pacific School of Management 
(UA&P-MSN) and  UPecon Foundation, Inc. The MOA established the Umbrella 
Capacity Development Program (UCDP) on Strategic Management and Policy for 
Agriculture Professionals and Executives for Implementation from 2009-2010 to 2013-
2014. Its total project cost was P60,014,642.00, with the following counterpart funding: 
DA, Php 50,000,612.00; SEARCA. Php 4,466,307; ASoG, Php 2,160,149; UA&P SMN, Php 
2,133,635; and UPecon Foundation, Php 1,358,269.

Local Non-Degree
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The DA UCDP had five program components for implementation, namely 1(Needs and 
Situation Analysis; 2) Graduate Scholarship; 3) Executive Program; 4) Peer Mentoring/
Solutions Exchange and Incentives; and 5) Program Monitoring and Oversight, Midterm 
Review and Evaluation. (DA-SEARCA Umbrella Capacity Development Program 
(UCDP) on Strategic Management and Policy for Agriculture Professionals, PROGRESS 
REPORT (13 July 2009 to 14 April 2011).

SEARCA-UCDP had the following accomplishments:

1.  Needs and Situation Analysis

Needs and Situation Analysis sought to: 1) analyze current and anticipated 
capacity development needs of incumbent and prospective DA leaders 
(middle to senior manager level and selected executive/technical staff) 2) 
determine the preferred approaches and get specific suggestions in program 
modalities; 3) identify the facilitating factors and barriers from participating in the 
customized executive program and pursuing a graduate degree; and 4) draw 
out relevant criteria and indicators for evaluating the impacts of the Program 
and its respective components.

• It included a review of existing documents and reports focused on 
previous capacity development programs of DA

• Key informant interviews with 11 DA directors or their representatives 
from the regions and DA agencies

• Two (2) focus group discussions with seven (7) DA agency directors and 
their deputies and with their seven (7) selected division chiefs, totaling 
fourteen (14) FGD respondents.

• Five Key issues in the external operating environment and internal 
environment of DA - Respondents mentioned devolution of agricultural 
extension, delay in the approval of the rationalization policy of the 
DA, weak incentives and rewards system, weak human resource 
development program, and vulnerability to political meddling.

• Needs of DA executives – DA executives and executives-in-line need 
enhanced competencies in strategic leadership, program and 
process management, and in facilitating networks and linkages with 
other organizations and groups.  Specific suggestions on the program 
modalities dealt with qualifications of participants, length and venues 
of offerings, ensuring good attendance, and maximizing benefits from 
participants’ learning outputs, among others.

2. Graduate Scholarship

• Nine (9) scholars completed their program. Six (6) scholars took up MPM 
in ASoG and three (3) took up Master in development in Economics in 
University of the Philippines School of Economics (UPSE). (Annex C)
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• Training courses attended by DA-SEARCA scholars - Four (4) 
scholars attended the pilot course offering of “Introduction to Social 
Entrepreneurship”, three (3) on Training-Workshop on Partnership Building 
Through Bridging Leadership, One (1) on Regional Conference on 
Research and Management for Executives, Five (5) on Training Course 
on Impact Assessment and Poverty Alleviation: Focus on Technology 
and Capacity Development.

3. Executive Program

• Nine (9) lecture fora were conducted with 250 DA executives and 
professionals from March to  October 2012

• UPecon Foundation, Inc along with SEARCA, implemented three learning 
modules in economics for agricultural development for DA corps of 
highly skilled senior and mid-level managers. Module 1: Economic 
Analysis for Policy Formulation was attended by 32 participants; Module 
2: Agriculture, Trade and Development (WTO) with 28 participants and 
Module 3: Program and Project Monitoring and Evaluation with 35 
participants. As a result of the post-evaluation meetings in the conduct 
of the three (3) modules, the recommendations were 1) Conduct of 
a post-learning modules get-together in six months’ time, primarily to 
assess how the knowledge and skills the participants acquired in the 
training are helping them in their line of work, and secondly, to renew 
the working team spirit that was developed in the training. 2) Conduct 
of Module 4 training on applied statistics or on a condensed week-
long training for the technical staff of the DA regional offices and other 
attached agencies.

• Global Developments in Agribusiness – a module offered by the UA&P 
SMN. A total of 49 top executives of the DA attended this executive 
forum, which took place in conjunction with the DA ManCom meeting 
in Siargao Island for the second quarter of 2012.

• Benchmarking in Agribusiness: the Practice and Success – the forum 
aimed to analyze the state of Philippine agriculture and how their 
performance has compared with key competitor countries like Thailand, 
Vietnam, Malaysia and Indonesia. Around 62 participants registered to 
this forum.

• Project Development and Management, Monitoring and Evaluation 
for Middle-level and Technical Staff – this course was geared to 
better facilitate project management, particularly in monitoring and 
evaluation. A post-training evaluation showed that participants rated 
the course very relevant in terms of their current work or function; in 
terms of training’s contribution to their future professional development, 
the high average obtained signified the participants’ confidence 
that said knowledge and skills will stand them in good stead in terms 
of furthering their careers and increasing their capacity to perform 
functions assigned to them.
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• Executive Course on Greater than Leadership Module – this was 
participated in by 28 participants comprising an Undersecretary, an 
Assistant Secretary, 16 executive Directors, Five Directors, 1 General 
Manager, two (2) Administrators and 2 Deputy Administrators.

Likewise, the ATI also forged MOA with the Development Center for Asia Africa Pacific 
(DCAAP) to conduct non-degree courses for middle-level managers to enhance the 
managerial capabilities of the participants. These included planning, governance, 
organizing, directing and project implementation strategies. As managers, they are 
expected to perform creditably in their respective organization. List of participants 
are in Annex D. There were a total of 2,100 individuals benefited from local non-
degree courses not just offerings from SEARCA and DCAAP but from other institutions 
nationwide.

These international non-degree activities were mainly conducted in the United States. 
The participants were mainly middle-level managers, extension workers, and scientists 
from various DA agencies and professors of SUCs. They participated in various extension 
activities like, training courses, visits to the different extension modalities and served as 
lecturers on the latest trends in technologies. 

International Non-Degree

These international non-degree activities were mainly conducted in the United States. 
The participants were mainly middle-level managers, extension workers, and scientists 
from various DA agencies and professors of SUCs. They participated in various extension 
activities like, training courses, visits to the different extension modalities and served as 
lecturers on the latest trends in technologies. 
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Moreover, a group of Veterinarians participated in the Goat Meat Production in 
Institute for Goat Research in Oklahoma, USA. Same group also attended the training 
course on Sustainable Agriculture in Berkeley, California.

Several scientists from SUCs and bureaus under the Department of Agriculture were 
invited by the US government to impart and showcase their technology in several fora 
in the United States.

Most of the learning visits to USA were observations and appreciations on cooperative 
extension service of the USA, and the very important roles of the 4-H Club of the youth 
sector in the US.

Reports of the Observation and Learning Visits are listed in Annex E-N
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Six book publications on either for promotion or compilation of technologies were 
published thru grants. These publications were the following:

Grants

1. Operationalizing the Philippine Agriculture and Fisheries Extension Platform: 
Technical Guidance Notes for Extension Service Providers

2. Adoption of the PalayCheck System by the Farmers’ Field School Graduates 
in the Philippines

3. Gauging Effectiveness of 
Agricultural Extension Workers of 
Agricultural Extension Workers in 
disseminating the PalayCheck 
System – An Evaluation of the 
Season Long Training of Trainers 
(TOT) on the PalayCheck System 
in the Philippines

4. Malungtarong Panguma – by 
Prof. Jose Tavera of Bohol Island 
State University (BISU)

5. The Testimonies of YAFP Scholars 
of Region 02

6. The Testimonies of EHRDP Scholars 
of Region 02

Two policy studies were also funded by the program. These were:

1. A Proposal on the Impact 
Evaluation of the Local 
Scholarship Program under the 
EHRDP from 2000 to 2009

2. Predisposition Factors of 
Students’ Choice in Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Natural Resource 
Courses (Visayas  Area)

Various agencies, local government units and DA-Regional field Offices (RFOs) were 
grantees of the 106 observation and learning visits. They were given the chance to 
observe and experience updated trends in various learning sites mostly on organic 
agriculture. 

Observation Tours
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The inclusion of Observation and Learning Visits in EHRDP was appreciated by the 
LGU extension workers. Visiting model farms enhanced their appreciation to duplicate 
best practices in their locality. A total of 106 observation and learning visits  were 
granted to the LGUs, SUCs and in the department’s bureaus and attached agencies.

In summary, Table below shows the accomplishments of the Program.

Table 6. Targets versus Accomplishments
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Based on the impact evaluation conducted by the Extension Governance and Policy 
Division of the ATI last June – December 2012 on the EHRDP implementation in 2000-
2009, the following strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT) were 
identified:

Strengths and Weaknesses

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

The program was very relevant and 
consistent with the goal of achieving 
overall sustainable development in the 
Philippines. 

The degree courses offered addressed 
the needs of the human resource base of 
the Department of Agriculture. 

Grantees exhibited increase in their 
knowledge, skills and attitudes after 
program participation. 

Customized degree programs will gain 
more takers/enrollees. Approval of 
permission from employers is easy 
because only short period will be utilized 
for a grantee to be out of his/her office. 

Poor monitoring and evaluation done by 
the implementing agency. 

Poor information dissemination about the 
program’s availability. 

Process not yet perfect for the Public 
offering courses/programs. 

Only few Courses/Degrees and few 
Universities were involved in the 
implementation of the customized 
degree programs. 

Non-uniform understanding as to the 
process and project components by the 
ATI-RTCs (i.e. Focal Persons). 

For the public offering handled by ATI-
RTCs, scheme in the release of stipend 
poses setback for potential applicants. 

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

Former scholars are likely to create a 
positive contribution to the needs of their 
agencies/offices. 

Prestige/honor of the agencies/offices as 
to educational attainment of their staff 
may be boosted up. 

Other Academic Institutions in the 
Regions may be tapped for expansion. 

More and varied/wide-ranging courses 
may be offered so not only Technical 
Staff may avail of the Scholarships. 

Increasing costs of tuition and other 
school fees of the partner academic 
institutions. 

Fewer takers of the scholarship program 
due to the imposed age requirement 
and also because of the rationalization in 
the department in the case of regional 
and national offices.  While in the case of 
the LGU, it is the long absence of the 
scholars from their offices. 

Uncertainty of the continued financial 
support in case of eventual program 
expansion and/or replication to other 
provinces. 
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Problems

Staggered Release of Funds

The EHRDP was implemented for thirteen (13) years. The ATI experienced staggered 
fund releases specifically for 2002 – 2003 and 2005 – 2007 which resulted in none 
recruitment of scholars for those years.

Succeeding fund releases for the Project commenced in 2008 – 2011, thus, recruitment 
of scholars was resumed.

In 2011, ATI requested authority from the Department of Budget Management for the 
extension of validity of Special Allotment Release Order (SARO) till 2013 which was 
approved.  This enabled the Institute to continue the program until CY 2013 to meet 
the Program’s physical targets.

Delinquent Scholars

Based on records, a total of 125 or 11% of the scholars failed to complete their studies 
on time as stipulated in their signed scholarship contract.  Scholars who breached 
their scholarship contract were made to refund the total amount of grants awarded 
to them.

Majority of the scholars who breached on their contract cited non-conformance of 
their agency heads to allow them to enjoy full-time study privileges and a few cited 
force-majeure, physical and health condition.

Inadequate Monitoring and Evaluation Mechanism

Monitoring and evaluation activities were not carried out systematically in the 13 years 
of program implementation.

Several changes and turn-over of the Program from one Administration/Implementer to 
another without proper turn-over of related official documents resulted in inadequate 
documentation of the programs results or accomplishments.

Inadequate number of personnel assigned in the implementing division of the ATI also 
contributed to the weak monitoring of the program implementation.

ATI through the Career Development and Management Division (CDMD) carried out 
several program assessment but the actual situation in the field and other implementing 
partners were not established.  Changes in the designation of Focal Person on 
Scholarship without proper turn-over of related documents likewise contributed to 
difficulties in conducting monitoring activities in the field.
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Slow Liquidation of Partner Agencies

Some partner-agencies, universities, extension service providers and other government 
agencies have not submitted final liquidation of funds released to date in spite of 
several notices/letters issued to them.

Unmet Physical Targets

In Year 2009, a MOA was forged between the SEARCA and the Department of 
Agriculture to undertake capability enhancement activities for middle level managers 
of the DA and scholarships for the department’s staff. The project cost of P50 Million 
was taken from the EHRDP fund.

Due to the rationalization of the DA, SEARCA had a hard time recruiting applicants. 
Delay in the filling up of positions and over-aged work force within the DA and its 
agencies, resulted in under accomplishment of the target. Also, only few passed the 
stringent process of the SEARCA.

Impact of EHRDP

A. Success Stories

The success of the EHRDP scholarship program cannot be measured by merely 
counting the number of its recipients and its graduates but by knowing as well that 
most of them have achieved career advancement, received recognition for their 
researches and acquired wider opportunity to excel personally and professionally. 
These are few of the success stories of this scholarship program:

Engr. Elmer T. Ferry, Center Chief of 
Palawan Agricultural Experiment 
Station, DA-IVB, gained his doctoral 
degree under the EHRDP scholarship 
program. He persuaded three of his 
office’s Science Specialist to pursue 
their master’s through the same 
scholarship program because it was his 
dream to bring their office to the highest 
standard of quality that can compete 
within national and international 
standards. With the support of EHRDP 

scholarship program, Engr. Ferry was able to transform the Station into an outstanding 
Research Development & Extension (RD&E) Management Agency.  As a result, an 
increase in project support came from different agencies. The Bureau of Agricultural 
Research (BAR) also funded several PAES-initiated projects and researches. As for 
his career, Engr. Ferry has been recently designated as Officer-In-Charge Regional 
Technical Director for Operation in DA MIMAROPA Regional Field Office.
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Nanette M. Rosales, started working at 
the Department of Agriculture Oriental 
Mindoro Agricultural Experiment Station 
as casual employee in 1983. Six months 
after, with her excellent job performance, 
she was then promoted as Livestock 
Inspector for a permanent post. In 1992, 
without any doubt, she took her Master’s 
Degree in Agriculture major in Crops 
Science at Pampanga Agricultural 
College. With her new gained learning 
and years of experience in agriculture, 
she was promoted as Agriculturist II in 1994. 
When she heard about the Expanded 

Human Resource Development Program (EHRDP) Scholarship offered by the DA 
through ATI, Nanette applied and fortunately qualified to be an EHRDP scholar. The 
scholarship provided for her tuition fee and book allowance every semester, monthly 
operational allowance and thesis assistance until she finished her doctoral degree. 
Now, at the age of 56, she has finally reached the pinnacle of her career. She is 
now the Chief Agriculturist at Regional Integrated Agricultural Research Center, also 
known as Regional Crop Protection Center in the DA in MiMaRoPa. Nanette is indeed 
grateful to ATI for having EHRDP who gave financial support to individuals who want 
to enrich their lives by improving their professional skills. As part of giving back to ATI, 
she offers her expertise as resource person in several trainings of the agency. Most of 
the time, she gives her talk for free.

Glimar V. Gaspar of Bagong Sikat, San 
Jose, Occidental Mindoro finished his 
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture (Farm 
Management) at Central Luzon State 
University in 1983. Right after he graduated, 
he started to serve the government. He 
was an Elementary Grade Teacher from 
1983 – 1985. After two years of being an 
elementary teacher, he was employed as 
Secondary School Teacher at Occidental 
Mindoro National College (OMNC) where 

he became the first Officer-in-Charge of the OMNC Damayan Center for 10 years. In 
1995, he completed the Comprehensive Academic Requirement for Master of Arts in 
Education at OMNC and his Master of Science in Agriculture in 1998 at Cavite State 
University (CavSU). Due to his exemplary performance, he was promoted to college 
instructor and handled various projects and programs in OMNC. He was also designated 
and involved in instruction, research and agri-business projects, extension programs 
with successive promotions to Assistant Professor I, II, IV and Associate Professor I in a 
short span of time. When he became an EHRDP scholar, Glim temporarily left his job 
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and returned to school with hopes of improving his life and family’s standard of living. 
On April 2014, Glim had finally reaped the fruits of his labor. He was able to finish his 
doctoral degree after three years of studying. Months later, he was designated as 
Campus Director in OMSC – Murtha Campus San Jose, Occidental Mindoro which 
involves the instruction, production, research, and extension programs of the campus.

Mr. Pedro Cabang, Jr. was working as a 
District Head of of the City Agriculturist 
Office in Tugbok in Davao City when 
he entered the EHRDP Scholarship. He 
took up Master in Science in Agriculture 
major in Animal Science to align his 
career path since his Bachelor’s degree 
was Agriculture major in Animal Science. 
After earning his master’s degree, he was 
promoted as the Acting Administrative 

Officer for the year 2015-2016. He had his PRC License as Agriculturist and he was 
also accredited as Professional Test Administrator of Civil Service Commission. If he will 
be given a chance for another scholarship of ATI or other agencies, he still wants to 
pursue his Doctorate degree.

Mr. James Arly A. Danac, was a recipient 
of the UCPB-CIIF Scholarship program 
for his bachelor’s degree in Agricultural 
Business in 2006, with latin honor. After 
years of being Agriculturist II in the 
City Hall of Davao, he was given the 
opportunity for a higher position after he 
gained his Master’s degree in Agriculture 
and Fisheries thru the EHRDP Program. 
He was recognized as the youngest 

Municipal Agricultural Officer in Davao City. He said that integrity and humility in the 
workplace are the keys to his rapid promotion. He also believes that every open door 
of opportunity is a light to success.

B. Studies with great impact to the community

Thesis and dissertation were conducted by the scholars as a requirement for the 
Master’s and Doctoral degrees. The following studies are just one of the few that had 
great impacts to the community.
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Ms. Maricel Endico was working at LGU Mainit, 
Surigao del Norte and was closely working 
with ATI – RTC XIII for extension services before 
she pursued her master’s degree. She never 
expected that ATI will be part of her professional 
growth, by taking up Masters in Environmental 
Management through the EHRDP implemented 
by the agency. Her research entitled Assessment 
of Mercury Contamination in Sediments and 
Common Carp in selected river mount of Lake 
Mainit, Philippines examines the mercury content on the sediment since the lake is 
surrounded with small and large scales of mining companies. The study has a great 
impact in their community because it aims to protect and preserve Lake Mainit, 
since it is the communities’ main source of livelihood as well as an icon and a tourist 
destination. The research has been presented to BFAR and gained recognition by 
local and international conferences.

Mr. Alan Pugong, availed the thesis assistance for 
graduate studies under the EHRDP program. His thesis 
entitled “Assessment of the Unified National Artificial 
Insemination Program of the DA-RFU I 1st District of 
La Union” has great impact on the different bureaus, 
field units and other attached agencies (RFU-1, BAI, 
PCC, NDA, LDC) and the Office of the Provincial 
Veterinarians (OPVET) in evaluating whether artificial 
insemination program has successfully and extensively 
implemented within the 1st District of La Union. It has 
been a basis for the concerned offices in formulating 
changes and innovations on projects, activities and 
policies to enhance efficiency and progress in the 
implementation of programs.

Jerlinda Cruz, an agricultural extension worker 
from the BFAR-RFTC V, is a recipient of the EHRDP 
Scholarship Program. Her thesis titled “Performance 
Evaluation of Modified Floating Rope Method in 
the Production of Seaweed in Tiwi, Albay”, aimed 
to evaluate the Modified Floating Rope Method 
(MFRM) which was promoted by the BFAR-RFTC V to 
address the problem of the community with regard 
to unsustainable livelihood of fishers due to damages 
caused by typhoons. This method is where seaweeds 
are attached to ropes forming like a floating farm lot in the middle of the sea. This is 
seen to help seaweed withstand strong typhoons since it can be easily submerged 
as compared to the usual method. As a matter of fact, seaweed farmed using this 
method had a survival rate of 88.33% which also withstood typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan).
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Jennifer N. Baguinang of Region 10 made a difference on her thesis entitled “The 
Efficiency of Different Indigenous Attractants with Traps at varying placement 
distances on Sweet Pepper” which showcased the appropriate placement distance 
of indigenous attractants with trap to minimize and even control pests’ incidence. 
Periodic synthetic pesticides spraying is a common practice by our farmers to control 
pests which resulted to health related problems and pollution to the environment. 
Using indigenous attractants with traps will help address the threats of global warming 
by recycling these materials into a usable form that would ensure quality farm products 
best and safe for human consumption.

C. Testimonies

Part of the assessment of the program is to compile stories of the scholars which 
describes their experiences, challenges and opportunities along the way of improving 
their profession towards a more effective and efficient service and the following are 
some of the scholar’s testimonies:

1. Hector A. Tabun

Mr. Hector U. Tabbun highly expressed his gratitude for being one of the fortunate 
recipients of EHRD Program. He emphasized that “…the program molded me to 
be an efficient and effective public servant with the introduction of new ideas 
and strategies on organization, management, human behavior and public 
administration.” Moreover, the Program motivates him to bring out the best in 
his work to view gratitude to the people’s money and worth for the opportunity 
given to him.

2. Roger Tamayo

Professor Roger Tamayo is an inspiring professor who believed that do not 
limit your knowledge and skills for what you have but aspire for growth. Prof. 
Tamayo express his appreciation to the program offered and for being fortunate 
recipient of EHRDP. He added that “…the program has a rippling effect – through 
that scholarship given to teachers and workers, my students will be benefited 
with deeper knowledge and equipped with appropriate skills to be globally 
competitive.”

3. Herminia B. Atal

Herminia B. Atal is an Agricultural Technologist in Region II who has a big heart 
in public service. She believe that learning is a continuous process however, 
taking Master’s Degree requires big amount of money. That is why EHRDP has 
contributed big part to Atal’s life to take her Masters with worry less in terms of 
financials. She highlighted that she took her studies smoothly because of unfailing 
support of ATI. She emphasize that “I graduated Master’s degree with pride and 
honor in which I am forever grateful to this agency (ATI)”. In able to give back she 
said that “I promised myself to serve farmer-clientele with accurate, immediate 
and helpful information through tireless public service. Aiming to touch their mind 
and heart and uplift their lives through assisting them in their noble way of living-
faming.”
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4. Pat F. Bumalaon

Mr. Pat F. Dumaloan started seeing only himself dreaming for all his achievements 
today. Before, he was hesitant to pursue any studies because his priority was his 
family and work. But in 2009 he was granted for a full scholarship program offered 
by ATI. He said that after he was completed his Masters a big change has come 
and totally a dream came true. Because through the learning experiences and 
knowledge and skills he acquired during his Masters he use it to pass his Agriculturist 
Licensure Examination in 2012. He was also promoted to become a Municipal 
Agricultural Officer in March 2013. Dumaloan said “I became more competent 
and gained more expertise in my field. My salary doubled plus other benefits”. He 
said that EHRDP plays a vital role in his life and he stated that “I would not have 
been able to realize my dreams without the EHRDP-ATI scholarship program.” 

5. Maria Lilith M. Turan

Ms. Maria Lilith M. Turan share her award received after the EHRDP scholarship 
program. Like the other experiences of the graduates, she also share that her life 
was uplift through the benefits gained because of the earned degree. Because 
of the learned experiences, knowledge and skills acquired during her thesis, she 
applied it when completing the needed requirement in joining the Rice Achiever 
Award“…I received an award as an Outstanding DA Rice Achiever Award – 
Agricultural Extension Worker.” She was grateful and honored for the award she 
received. In addition to that she said, “It made me so proud that for two years, 
our province has become an Outstanding Rice Achiever – LGU Category.” 

6. Liza Abarido

Ms. Liza L. Abarido of LGU-Manolo Fortich, Bukidnon was once only dreaming to 
be a scholar of EHRDP Scholarship Program. But once she had the opportunity 
to apply for this scholarship program she immediately grab it and comply with 
the needed requirements. When accepted in the scholarship program she 
experienced lot of challenges and gone through hardships. There was a series 
of crying and heartaches nor sleepless nights to comply with the requirements 
needed, study for the examinations and defense. It makes her heart struggle a lot 
when she found out that her LGU-MAO family cannot support in her endeavor. 
Nonetheless, through the cheering hearts of her family, friends and lots of prayer, 
she got the strength to move and do all the work she needed to complete and 
graduate the program. She said after taking her graduate studies she realized 
that “1) rejection should never stop you, 2) failure is not a problem at all, 3) people 
who reject you know nothing and 4) believing in yourself is the key to success 
in life”. She also added that “there’s nothing better than educating yourself to 
become a successful individual.” 
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7. Baby Jane S. Almogela

Ms. Baby Jane S. Almogela of LGU-Kauswagan expressed her gratitude for being 
fortunate scholar of EHRDP scholarship program. She said that the scholarship 
program contributed much to her character, knowledge and experience. 
The program gave her the opportunity to acquaint, mingle and relate to co-
workers and practitioners of Agriculture. She said that “the scholarship program 
encouraged me all the more to be more efficient and effective AEW” so that 
she can contribute to the agricultural productivity and to the environment 
conservation through the knowledge and experience she earned during her 
study. Moreover she said that “EHRDP was an instrument for me to develop 
my technical working skills”. Ms. Almogela also share that through the gained 
knowledge and skills she got passed the licensure examination for agriculturist 
and promoted as Agriculturist II last December 2013.  And she believed that the 
program help her enhance her passion to deliver quality extension services in 
the municipality. And this passion leads her to help achieve the greatest dreams 
of her municipality. She mentioned that “I am proud to say I was a partaker 
of the milestones in our municipality”. Because last 2013 the municipality won 
the National Organic Agriculture Achievers Award for LGU Category and they 
made to the top 10 of the Gawad Galing Pook Awards for the “Arms to Farms- 
Walking through the Paths of Peace” a joint program of ATI, AFP and the LGU 
Kauswagan. This only some of the municipality achievements that she was really 
proud that she contributed to the progress after enhancing her knowledge, skills 
and experienced through the EHRDP Scholarship program

8. Johnny V. Ramos

Mr. Johnny V. Ramos said that he was like the other scholars who also gone 
hardships and triumph because of the EHRDP scholarship program. Moreover, 
he emphasize that his experienced would become an authentication that if you 
believed poverty is not hindrance to success you will achieve progress in your 
life. And he said that “as a public servant for five (5) years, I am cognizant that 
there are still a lot of things I need to learn and experience”.  

V. PROJECT PROMOTION/PUBLICITY

The information regarding the EHRDP was initially presented to partner institutions 
during the Briefing/Orientation conducted for the SUCs last 2009. This is the year when 
the ATI-RTCs are involved in the implementation of the EHRDP.  It was highlighted 
during the orientation that the EHRDP was funded under the US PL 480 Food for Peace 
(Title I) Program.

Briefing/Orientation conducted by ATI-RTCs re-echoed that EHRDP was funded from 
the US PL 480 Title I Program. 
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Billboards are established inside the campuses of the EHRDP scholars that states the 
support of the US PL480   in the scholarship program.
 
There were promotional materials for the US PL 480 printed in T-Shirts and coffee mugs 
distributed to the scholars and their colleagues. 

VI. FINANCIAL REPORT

FINANCIAL ACCOMPLISHMENT (YEAR 2000-2014) 

Year 
Financial Allocation (Million Pesos) 

Allotment Actual Obligation Disbursement 

2000-2005 (Fund 102) 105.448 105.448 105.448 

2008:    2009    (Fund 102) 110.053 110.053 72.053 

2009:    2010-2011 (Trust Fund) 105.373 105.373 105.373 

2010:    2011-2013 (Trust Fund) 94.713 94.615 94.615 

2011:    2013-2014  (Fund 102) 84.413 84.413 84.413 

TOTAL 500.000 499.902 461.902 
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The financial report revealed that 99.98% or PhP 499.902 Million was obligated out of 
the total program cost of P500 Million.  In Year 2009, a MOA was forged between the 
SEARCA and the DA to undertake capability enhancement activities for middle level 
managers of the DA and scholarships for the department’s staff. The project cost of 
P50 Million was taken from the EHRDP fund.

Due to the rationalization of the DA, SEARCA had a hard time recruiting applicants 
due to the delay in the filling up of positions and majority of the DA employees were 
over age.  Also, only few passed the stringent process of SEARCA.

These were the reasons SEARCA’s cash utilization was only P 12 Million out of the P50 
Million obligated to them.  SEARCA ended its contract in December 31, 2014.

Thus, the amount of P 38.092 Million was not utilized.

It is worthy to emphasize that the DA as mandated in AFMA has the responsibility 
of providing its personnel equal opportunities for training, education and career 
development on a continuing basis.  In addition, investments in Agriculture and 
Fisheries (AF) human resource through capability building and education support 
will enable them to require desirable wisdom, knowledge and skills to face modern 
development challenges. Along this line, it is highly recommended that the EHRDP be 
extended and revitalized to provide formal and non-formal capability building to DA 
personnel, LGUs, SUCs, and other partner institutions.

The courses offering of the SUCs should be enhanced to respond to the needs of 
the agriculture sector (e.g. Climate Change resiliency, Good Agricultural Practices, 
ASEAN Economic Integration, etc.)

A scholarship program tailored for working personnel/staff should also be included. 
The designed scholarship program must allow the scholars to finish a course while 
continue performing his/her job. Another system that can be offered is the blended 
learning strategy. This is a combination of regular classes and internet/e-learning. 

Briefings and orientation on the scholarship guidelines to all implementers should also 
be done. Intensification of communication will always be an integral component in 
the success of any program.  After a review of the guidelines as to the relevance and 
appropriateness, it is suggested that an intensified information drive to reach and 
attract more scholars be done.

Increase in the scholarship allowances and benefits will level or be competitive with 
other scholarship programs of other institutions.

VII. RECOMMENDATIONS
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Institutionalizing the Technology Forum/Symposium conducted in the region and in 
the Central office to encourage scholars to conduct high quality researches.

To continue the EHRDP to provide equal opportunities for training, education and 
career development to the newly hired employees in the DA under the Rationalization 
Plan. 

VIII. CONCLUSIONS

1. From several assessments and reviews conducted, it was found out that EHRDP 
enhanced the capability of the scholars in their job performance. The scholar’s 
employer feels more confident on the ability of their scholar upon completion 
of the course. The program has a positive impact on the scholar’s performance 
and scope of responsibilities. Scholars from the SUCs were grateful because the 
program gave them the opportunity to complete their Master’s Degree which is 
one of the requirements to get his/her appointment.

2. The conduct of Technology Forum/Symposium was an effective activity to present 
the results of studies conducted by the scholars. The participants composed of 
LGUs, DA and SUC extension workers, and farmers/fisherfolk felt grateful for the 
new ideas and technologies that can be demonstrated or adopted back in their 
locality. 

3. There was a smooth implementation of course offering of the partner institutions: 
UAP; ASoG; UP-Visayas; XU-CDO; and UP-Diliman for the year 2001-2006. A MOA 
was forged with these partner institutions to implement the EHRDP. During this 
period, the ATI-Regional Training Centers has limited involvement; hence, there 
was a direct supervision by Central Office through its ATI Capability Building 
Committee. Any issues/concerns for its implementation was addressed directly 
to the Central Office. The course offering during this period was limited only to 
these five (5) institutions, which limits the number of applicants that availed in the 
program.

4. The implementation of the EHRDP through the ATI Network of Training Centers 
for the year 2008-2013 expedited the process flow of the program. Targets were 
attained and problems/issues and concerns were addressed faster and easier. 
Periodic monitoring of the scholars was conducted as part of management 
strategy in program implementation.

5. The EHRDP provided financial support to six (6) book publications that were 
distributed to partner agencies. 

6. The EHRDP contributed to the goal of achieving overall sustainable development 
in the Philippines. The achievement of the scholars addressed the need of human 
resource development in agriculture and fisheries sectors. The presence of capable 
technical staff in the workplace is a booster in achieving agriculture and fisheries 
development.

7. Likewise, EHRDP was able to support policy study that determines the predisposition 
factors that contributed the students to enroll in agri-based courses and, policy 
study on the implementation of Local Scholarship Program.
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Annex A
List of EHRDP Scholars (YEAR 2000-2007)
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Annex B
List of EHRDP Scholars (YEAR 2008-2013)
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Annex C
List of DA-SEARCA Umbrella Capacity Development Program 

(UCDP)
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Annex D
List of Participants Trained by Development Center

for Asia Africa Pacific (DCAAP)
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Annex E
Report on US Training on Biotechnology Advances in ”Extraction, 

Detection, Enumeration, and Risk Assessment of Vibrios
and Enteric Viruses in Seafood”































Annex F
Report on US Paper Presentation during the Aquaculture 2013 

Presentation: Paper on Recirculating Aquaponic System using the 
Nile Tilapia and Freshwater Prawn Polyculture and the Productivity 

of Selected Leafy Vegetables



















ITEMS
PARTS PER MILLION

USEPA GUIDELINESWith Prawn Without Prawn
Nitrates 30.8 24.6 N03 = 25 PPM
Nitrate N 7.0 5.6 N = 10 PPM
Sulfates 41.0 38.0 250 PPM
pH 7.5 7.8 6.5 - 8.6 Sec. std.
Calcium 180 (10.5 g/gal) 155 (9.1 g/gal)
Magnesium 45 (2.6 g/gal) 35 (2.0 g/gal)
Sodium 48 46 PPM
Chlorides 70 68 250 PPM
TDS 311 292 500 PPM Sec. std.
Hardness 225 (13.1 g/gal) 190 (11.1 g/gal)
Total iron 0.5 0.1 0.3 PPM Sec. std.
Phosphates 25 19.75
Phosphorus 8.3 6.6 0.400 PPM Sec. std.
E. coliform N/A N/A <1/100 mL
Total coliform N/A N/A <1/100 mL
Copper N/A N/A 1 PPM Sec. std.
Zinc N/A N/A 5 PPM Sec. std.
Manganese 0.07 0.038 0.05 PPM Sec. std.
Potassium N/A N/A
Comments: N/A N/A



SYSTEM WITH PRAWN

Crop Weight Initial, g Final, g Gain, g Growth 
rate, g/day FCR

Tilapia Total 22,040.00 31,610.00 9,570.00 88.61 1.69

(71 pcs) Individual 310.42 445.21 134.79 1.25

Prawn Total 494.00 1,631.00 1,137.00 19.27
(208 pcs = 
71%) Individual 1.67 8.00 6.32 0.06

SYSTEM WITHOUT PRAWN 

Tilapia Total 22,017.00 31,409.00 9,392.00 86.96 1.72

(60 pcs) Individual 366.95 523.48 156.53 1.45







Chito F. Sace



Annex G
Report on the US Study Tour on the Cooperative Extension

System of Some Southern States of the USA

































































Annex H
Report on the US Expository Activities on Extension Services in USA

















































Annex I
Report on Paper Presentation During the 2nd International 

Conference and Exhibition on Food Processing and Technology – 
“Handling Post Harvest and Processing of Agricultural food Products 

in the Philippines: Challenges and Opportunities





















































Annex J
Report on the US Visit in Extension and Research Facilities, MOA 

Signing with Various Universities

























Annex J.1
D.A. Team Report





























Annex K
Report on Study Tour of the Cooperative Extension System

in the USA



























Annex L
Report on Attendance to the Course on Certified Knowledge 

Manager at KM Institute in Virginia, USA and Study Tour
at USDA-NIFA and at CU Cooperative Extension





















Annex L.1
Certified Knowledge Managers Training Program





































Annex M
Report on Training on Meat Goat Production & Sustainable 

Agriculture





































Annex N
Report on Executive Study Tour to Observe the Cooperative 

Extension Systems of the USA



































Annex O
Success Stories References



EHRDP Scholars

Link: http://ati.da.gov.ph/calabarzon/news/2013/its-pay-back-time-ehrdp-scholars



Gilmar Gaspar

Link: http://ati.da.gov.ph/calabarzon/news/2013/its-pay-back-time-ehrdp-scholars



Nanette Rosales

Link: http://ati.da.gov.ph/mimaropa/feature-stories/glimar-gaspar-story



Maricel Endico

Link: http://ati.da.gov.ph/caraga/success-stories/pursuing-greater-heights-ehrdp-scholar-
ship-success-ms-maricel-endico



Jerlinda Cruz

Reference: Morphoses – ATI’s Treasury of Inspiring Stories



Annex P
Testimonials References



Hector U. Tabbun (Region II)

“The scholarship has helped my family, financially and for me professionally. The Financial 
assistance made our life easier for no longer think of school fees. More importantly, the program 
is molding me to be an efficient and effective public servant with the introduction of new ideas 
and strategies on organization, management, human behavior and public administration.

Likewise, it pushes me to finish the course in line with acceptable standards, quality and 
excellence. It motivates me to give my best knowing that taxpayers’ money is involved and 
there is a need to reciprocate this with acceptable and right work etiquette. Government 
employed should be always accorded such kind of assistance so that they will be inspired to 
pursue higher studies and be more productive.

I salute the Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) for implementing the program. I pray that this 
activity shall always be given emphasis and funding priority because it really benefits people in 
government who wants to excel but does not have the means.

From the bottom of my heart and in behalf of my family, thank you, thank you and thank you”.

Hector U. Tabbun highly expressed his gratitude for being one of the fortunate recipients of 
EHRD Program. He emphasized that “…the program molded me to be an efficient and effective 
public servant with the introduction of new ideas and strategies on organization, management, 
human behavior and public administration.” Moreover, the Program motivates him to bring out 
the best in his work to view gratitude to the people’s money and worth for the opportunity given 
to him.

Roger Tamayo: “An Epistle from a Scholarship Grantee” (Region II)

Campus Extension Coordinator and College of Agriculture Faculty Member, Cagayan State 
University at Lal-lo

You cannot give what you do not have. This is an overused adage that suited in my profession 
as a college teacher in Cagayan State University at Lal-lo few years ago. From teachers’ point 
of view, it reminds me of how educational growth should be valued in academes. However, 
although many teachers like me are desirous to enrich their knowledge and skills in their own 
fields of specialization, their scanty wherewithal or finances hamper them from entering the 
threshold of any post-baccalaureate school.

Actually, this scenario made me quite skeptic in enrolling in the graduate school several years 
ago. Not until the almighty poured out His abundant and over-flowing graces through the ATI 
in its EHRDP scholarship program. It was like a feast day full of colorful images of thanksgiving 
when I availed ATI’s scholarship program. Because of it, my high enthusiasm or zeal in widening 
my horizon has been totally restored. 

I appreciate so much this of program of the ATI because it does not only give hope to teachers 
like me but also encourage more mentors to enrich their knowledge and skills to eventually 
escalate the quality of education in the whole Philippines. In other words, the program has 
a ripping effect – through that scholarship given to teachers and workers, my students will 
be benefited with deeper knowledge and equipped with appropriate skills to be globally 
competitive. Hence, when they find their jobs, they can contribute in stabilizing and developing 
our economy. 



Moreover, I commend the ATI and its key officials for formulating this mission because it becomes 
a sine-qua-non partner of the universities and colleges in coping with international standards 
in teacher’s development. This means that through this kind of scholarship program, universities 
and colleges in the Philippines will be confident in the capability of their faculty members. Thus, 
their teachers can likewise help the community with innovations in various fields of agriculture.”

Herminia B. Atal (Region II)
Reaping the fruit of Success

I was not able to reach my dreams and reap the fruit of my success if not because of the 
scholarship ATI-RTC II had granted me through EHRDP program. It is one of most valuable and 
precious gift I ever received.

Looking back to the years when I was a Bachelor’s degree graduate upon performing my 
position as Agricultural Technologist, I need to bring home a lot of references whenever our 
farmer-clientele ask a quirky questions especially pertaining to the management of crop pests 
and diseases. I need to scan all of those things overnight. The next morning when the client 
comeback I had given him a better answer/solution or right recommendation.

I had become my habit of giving our client a turnaround time. I came to remember the simple 
reminder on the provision of the Civil Service rules that, “A good public servant should always 
be prompt in attending to the needs of his client.” I need to do/explore solutions to my logjams.

I grabbed several opportunities through attending several briefings, seminars and trainings 
offered by different government agencies just to add or hone/improve my skills and knowledge 
to my field of expertise-crop science. I can still remember about 75% or majority of the events 
were hosted by ATI-RTC II. It boosted my confidence and developed my professionalism in 
mingling with my co-workers and especially stakeholders.

Times have elapse performing the day-to-day activities. I realized I need to be advanced. I 
should know the scientific basis of doing things and dreamed the mastery of my field of expertise. 
But how? Everyone knows that being a rank and file government employee earns only for daily 
survival and definitely could not afford to take studies again. I had not ceased praying for 
someone to finance my studies. I applied for the scholarship grant and was so lucky to be 
granted. Thanks to Dir. Asterio P. Saliot, Dir. Renato Maguigad together with other ATI staff and 
to almighty God for giving me the rare opportunity.

I enrolled my Master of Science in Crop Science at ISU, Echague, Isabela with unloaded burden 
of financially incapability. I took my studies smoothly because of constant/indescribable support 
ATI had provided me. I graduated Master’s degree with pride and honor in which I am forever 
grateful to this agency. 

I was so lucky and I should give back. I promised myself to serve farmer-clientele with accurate, 
immediate and helpful information through tireless public service. Aiming to touch their mind 
and heart and uplift their lives through assisting them in their noble way of living-faming.



Pat F. Dumalaon (Region X)

In pursuit towards earning a Masters Degree at first to me is just simply a dream. A dream that I’ve 
never expected to happen. For the reasons I know that it is very expensive and it requires much 
of my time. To me, it was really an impossible dream to achieve because I’m not financially 
capable and most of my time were devoted to my work and family. In short, getting a Masters 
Degree that time is not my priority. Despite all that, I’m was still hoping and praying that someday 
I would pursue my dream of earning a Masters Degree.

Just like an answered prayer, in 2009 I was granted a full scholarship for a Masters Degree 
under the Expanded Human Resource Development Program (EHRDP) of the Department of 
Agriculture – Agricultural Training Institute (DA-ATI). The scholarship grant includes a full tuition 
fee plus an allowance of Ten Thousand Pesos (P10, 000.00) per month as well as a thesis support 
of Fifty Thousand Pesos (P50, 000.00).  That time, I really said to myself, God is so good and 
granted me this miracle. Because of that scholarship, I really know that I’m one step closer in 
achieving my dream. 

After two years of dedication and commitment to my studies, I finally graduated with a Degree 
of Master in Agricultural Science and Technology Major in Crop Science at the Misamis Oriental 
State College of Agriculture and Technology (MOSCAT) at Poblacion, Claveria, Misamis Oriental.

Since MOSCAT is just a walking distance from my home, I made big savings in my allowance. 
Through time, my allowance accumulated and I decided to use it for renovating my house as 
a remembrance.

Up to this moment, it is still fresh in my memories that the knowledge and skills that I have acquired 
in my masteral years, does a good multiplier effect in my career and in my life as a whole. First 
and foremost, it is a vital tool for me in passing the Agriculturists Licensure Examination in 2012. 
Secondly, my Agriculturist license prompted my promotion to become a Municipal Agricultural 
Officer in March 2013. Thirdly, I became more competent and gained more expertise in my 
field. Fourthly, my salary doubled plus other benefits that are being given to the department 
head under our constitution. Lastly and most importantly, it brings me and my family closer to 
God.

For now, I still never stop dreaming. But this time, I’m hoping that I would finish someday my 
Doctorate Degree. Even though, returning to school is a challenge and the Doctorate Degree 
is much expensive, however, I am confident that the financial sacrifices I make now will benefit 
my family and my community someday especially the farmers in our municipality.

Being an EHRDP scholar has been more than a help to my endeavors. It played a big part to 
the success that I have achieved today. I would not have been able to realize my dreams if not 
for the EHRDP-ATI scholarship. 

In all of this, I give thanks to our Almighty Father for all the blessings He had bestowed upon 
me. I would like also to express my sincerest gratitude for the opportunity granted to me by 
the EHRDP-ATI especially to ATI Director Asterio P. Saliot, ATI-RTC 10 OIC-Center Director Dr. 
Angelito Y. Quirog and Ms. Lydia A. Echavez, the Regional EHRDP Focal Person. Again, I would 
like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to our Municipal Mayor Redentor N. Salvaleon and to 
my former supervisor Dr. Crisologo G. Casiño for giving me the chance to study. Special thanks 
extended also to my family, professors and to all the people who were always there to support 
me.

Let me end my testimony from the quote of Benjamin Franklin, “An Investment in knowledge 
pays the best interest”.

Thank you very much and God Bless!!!



Maria Lilith M. Turan (Region X)

In James 5: This verse always reminds me that knowledge, skills and intelligence are all void 
without wisdom. Wisdom comes from God. No matter how intelligent a person is without wisdom, 
it’s nothing.

All praises and adoration will all be to GOD Almighty alone. Praise Him for the success that I 
have earned. God grant me all the privileges and the opportunities in earning an MS degree. 
I’m so grateful for His grace and bountiful blessings. God uses people and institutions in granting 
my prayers and in achieving my goals. In all things that I have achieved and received, to GOD 
be the Glory.
God uses the Agricultural Training institute (ATI). Through this agency, I developed and enhanced 
my skills in public speaking. God also uses people who are instruments and are all behind in my 
success: my mentors, my friends, officemates and classmates. They gave me moral support and 
friendship. But most of all to my family who are always with me for richer, for poorer, in sickness, 
or in health, when I’m in pain and in happiness.
  
While I was still studying for my Masteral Degree which ATI funded under its EHRDP Program, there 
were subjects related to my course that helped me understand more about my organization 
and the management. My thesis which was on values orientation of extension workers taught 
me more about life and made me re- evaluate my values, attitudes and behavior. Other than 
that, my skills in extension services were enhanced. I developed more confidence in public 
speaking. I also established more rapport with fellow extension workers and most of all, with 
the farmers. The fellowship with other co-EHRDP scholars during assessment made me become 
outgoing. During trainings, meetings and seminars, I also met new friends and other workers 
from other provinces.
 
Through ATI, I was able to extend my expertise during trainings and seminars as Resource Person 
on different topics that I am capable of, such as: Aflatoxin, Values Orientation, Palay Check, 
EnFFS for rice and Climate Change. I became a Resource Person of the ATI during Training Of 
Trainers (TOT) and also during Farmers Field Schools (FFS). I also anchored Radio Programs and 
hosted the School On Air program of ATI and Department of Agriculture  –Regional Field Office 
-10 (DA-RFO 10). For now, I’m no longer hosting and anchoring radio program, but I was invited 
many times as guest lecturer on specialized topics. 
  
I even extended the coverage of providing lecture on Climate Change to other provinces in 
region 10. I developed more sense of helping and reaching out to others and be concerned 
with our environment.
 
Because of the scholarship, I feel that it is my duty to repay the agency through my services. 
It made me realize that the close linkage and partnership with ATI and DA is very important in 
extending agricultural services to the farmers.
 
Because of my learned skills in delivering services, the Department of Agriculture RFO 10 also 
requested my expertise in providing information on Climate change and Enhanced FFS to the 
different provinces within region 10.
 
Without hypocrisy, the financial allowances I received from ATI during my scholarship, helped 
me very much in providing my financial obligation to my family. The extra money I received was 
used as other source for expenses. It helped my daughter to graduate in college. 
 
In the side of my promotion, though I’m not still promoted, my MS degree gives me the confidence 
in applying for promotion because it adds credit to my qualifications. 



 
Above all, In 2014, I received an award as an Most Outstanding DA Rice Achievers Award – 
Agricultural Extension Worker. My skills in making thesis helped me a lot in preparing manuscript 
and scrap book in joining the Rice Achievers Award. It made me so proud that for two years, 
our province has become an Outstanding Rice Achiever – LGU Category. Time spent, field 
services, hard work and cooperation, made us an outstanding province. 
I am so proud and so fulfilled that I have accomplished much more after my scholarship.

Ms. Maria Lilith M. Turan share her award received after the EHRDP scholarship program. Like the 
other experiences of the graduates, she also share that her life was uplift through the benefits 
gained because of the earned degree. Because of the learned experiences, knowledge and 
skills acquired during her thesis, she applied it when completing the needed requirement in 
joining the Rice Achiever Award“…I received an award as an Outstanding DA Rice Achiever 
Award – Agricultural Extension Worker.” She was grateful and honored for the award she 
received. In addition to that she said, “It made me so proud that for two years, our province 
has become an Outstanding Rice Achiever – LGU Category.”

Jocelyn O. Zarate (Region X)

First and foremost, it was a blessing in disguise because I did not ask for it but it was given to 
me unexpectedly. At the back of my mind, this is a break – thinking of being a student once 
again, I thought life would be easier then. But I was wrong. Why? I have encountered so much 
physical, mental and emotional stress and pressures that made me almost gave up. God is 
good (all the time), He made me survive all those hardships and difficulties. I can say that I 
have learned many things from this experience such as strive for excellence but not necessarily 
perfection; do more than what is expected in everything that I do; try to become an expert in 
time management; be open to new ideas; meet the deadlines because they are important; 
not to use time or words carelessly because neither can it be retrieved; give my best and after 
I have worked hard to get what I want, I should take the time to enjoy it.

The MPM scholarship was a tough experience with difficulties always looming ahead. Imagine 
those sleepless nights of finishing requirements to beat deadlines… computers bogging down 
at the time you need it most… the stress and “butterflies in the stomach” during presentations 
and defenses… myself getting sick and sometimes family members too. The lesser interaction 
with my little daughter really breaks my heart due to a lot of researches and paper works. I was 
guilty that I was not giving her enough time and at the same time worried that I can’t give my 
kid the best of everything.

I would always cherish the thought of meeting and making new friends with my MPM classmates. 
By getting to know them and with them, I have learned to share knowledge especially during 
group study sessions, a factor for surviving the scholarship; be happy and enthusiastic about 
the success of your classmates; not deprive someone of hope but to keep on encouraging 
each other; be sincere and alert for opportunities to show praise and appreciation. It was a 
learning experience for all of us. 

With the scholarship, I can say it was hitting two birds with one stone because it is not only or 
my professional advancement but as well as for my personal development. I learned to take 
responsibility for every area of my life and making the best out of bad situations. Mistakes are 
inevitable but not wasting time grieving over it but learning from them and moving on. I also 
learn to evaluate myself by my own standards, not someone else’s. Lastly, being brave and 
strong even if I am not.



For the past 18 months, I will never forget the learning and my insights to… never give up on 
what you really want to do; not expect life to be always fair; discipline is essential to success; 
accept pain and disappointment as part of life; I can always depend on your family for support 
and encouragement; and lastly, always count your blessings.

MPM is another GOD’s blessing for me… and I always count it.

Johnny V. Ramos (Region XIII)

For me, the 18 month company with fellow scholars is a sociological study in itself. One has 
to be flexible to the varying actions and reactions of everybody. An unstinting stamina for 
nocturnal internet researches and voluminous readings is also a must. It also requires versatility 
for one to be able to cope with the diverse behaviors as result of difference in exposures and 
personalities. Individual differences, however, have not hindered anyone but rather had ignited 
an even closure camaraderie. We have a lot of differences that’s why we have a lot to share 
with each other. I believe there could never be the same group of scholars that exist in the 
whole planet than what we had in the first batch of DA-XU EHRDP MPM Scholarship.

Once again, I hope that my experience would become an authentication for all who still don’t 
accept the fact that “poverty is not hindrance to success”. And, as a public servant for five 
years yet, I am cognizant that there are still a lot of things I need to learn and experience. 
Nevertheless, of all the things in public service, the greatest fear I ever had was the fear that 
somebody would miss the letter “L”.

Liza L. Abarido (Region X)

It was my greatest dream to be one of the EHRDP Scholars. Two years ago after attending 
a training seminar a good friend and a co-AEW from other municipality encouraged me to 
apply for EHRDP scholarship. With a very short noticed I was able to comply all the necessary 
requirement at ATI and fortunately I qualify and was accepted.

It was a great challenge after knowing that my LGU-MAO family has no support in this endeavor 
and it took me sleepless nights. Series of crying, heartaches but another agency welcomed 
me, the ATI family. I learned that opportunities knock just once so I better grab it and never let 
the moment pass by.

During my graduate studies, I met new classmates (AEWs) whom I considered the person closed 
to me and has been my angels for fulfilling my graduate studies. They are Eutropio Gayloa 
(Claveria), Jessica Gonzafa (Balingasag) and Edwin Villamil (Claveria). They never left me 
out… instead we studied hand in hand, helping each other, facing the school examinations 
and defense together and graduated all together. For without them, I may not tookthe MS-
Agriculture on time.

After taking up my graduate studies, I hear praises from my boss. My co-officemates confined 
me on how mean they were the time I beg for considerations especially on my work schedule 
and study leave status. Despite of failing me to avail such privileges, I still managed to perform 
my office duties and responsibilities 5 times a week and studied with whirlwind during Saturdays 
and Sundays.

With all these I come to realize that 1) rejection should never stop you, 2) failure is not a problem 
at all, 3) people who reject you know nothing and 4) believing in yourself is the key to success 
in life. There’s nothing better than educating yourself to become a successful individual. 



I know it is not enough to just saying thank you to ATI through the EHRDP but all my learning and 
of what made me now I owe it all to ATI… at the bottom of my heart a million thanks to you and 
I will always keep my fingers crossed to continuously support and e part of your family.

Baby Jane S. Almogela (Region X)

Being a DA-ATI EHRDP scholar is a great opportunity that us coupled with big responsibilities. 
One has to maintain a harder study habit, exert more effort and get out from the usual comfort 
zone in life.

The blessings of the EHRDP scholarship paved way to my long-time desire to take up a masteral 
course related to my field work which will help me to be effective and efficient public servant 
and agricultural extension worker. Last 2008, I had the chance to know the program thru Ms. 
Jonah Bianito of Provincial Veterinary Office-Lanao del Norte. She then encouraged me to 
communicate with Mrs. Sonia Talibong who was the program in-charge at that time.

Interested and very willing to apply, I proceeded to complying the required documents and 
necessary attachments. But after 2 months of waiting, I became pregnant of my first child. Due 
to my delicate pregnancy, I did not push through my application. But, the opportunity knocked 
again my door because two months after giving birth, Dr. Edna M. Mabeza, ATI-RTC X Center 
Director, called up asking if I am still interested to pursue my scholarship application. Of course, 
I assured the Center Director that I will really pursue it.

The scholarship program contributed much to my character, knowledge and experience. 
It gave me the opportunity to acquaint, mingle and relate to co-workers and practitioners 
of Agriculture. Moreover, the scholarship program encouraged me all the more to be more 
efficient and effective agricultural extension workers so that I can contribute both to agricultural 
productivity and environment conservation through the knowledge and experience we earn 
out of the study. Thanks to God who give me strength and determination and the family of ATI 
who approved my application. Thanks to EHRDP!

The Expanded Human Resource Development Program (EHRDP) of ATI was an instrument for 
me to develop my technical working skills. This is manifested in me because praise be to God, I 
passed the licensure examination for agriculturist last 2013. In addition to that, I was promoted 
as agriculturist II last December 2013. This is a blessing for me to support my family needs and 
to continue to improve myself and serve more the municipality that was torn by war but now is 
striving to leap towards sustainable development.

The two-year scholarship program enhanced my knowledge and skills in agriculture and 
improved my passion in the delivery of services to the municipal agriculture office, to the entire 
local government and the municipality. Years after I graduated from my masteral degree, 
there had been lots of milestones in the municipality which I am proud to say I was partaker. 
Last year, we won the National Organic Agriculture Achievers Award for LGU Category and 
we made it to the Top 10 of the Gawad Galing Pook Awards for the “Arms to Farms-Walking 
through the Paths of Peace” Program, which is jointly worked on by the ATI, Armed Forces of 
the Philippines and the local government of Kauswagan. In addition to that, we were also 
awarded as second place for the Literacy Award Category B Municipality. All of these awards 
are all signs that we have exerted effort in running the race for development in Kauswagan, 
making it true to its name.



Personally, all these milestone pushed me to do better in my services. I strive hard to deliver 
efficiently and effectively the tasks that are delegated to me. I am presently assigned to handle 
special projects in the municipality. I also served as registrar and mentor to the School for Practical 
agriculture which is presently offering the scholarship program of ATI-FPD-LGU Kausawagan 
partnership. Its good thing that I am also able to impart to the students of this scholarship program 
the basic work values and ethics which are very vital in realizing their dreams and ambitions and 
in practicing and internalizing the need for co-existence in the community since the students 
are Maranaos and Bisaya and the influence them to love agriculture.

With regards to my thesis in MS Farming Systems, the results were used during trainings as proof 
and convincing tool to the farmers that intercropping is better than monocropping and that 
there is a need for them to select the right organic fertilizer that will give them optimum income. 
Since I am also handling peanut production in Kauswagan, my thesis is very useful for me every 
time we conduct orientation, meetings and trainings, in fact, there is expansion of areas devoted 
to peanuts and corn. Some farmers are convinced to intercop peanut in corn production under 
coconut. We also strengthen marketing aspects in our municipality.

As time goes by, the lessons I learned will always be with me and this will radiate from me and 
influence people surrounding me who will also help in realizing our goal in Kauswagan.
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