APRIL TO JUNE 2019 | IS5N 2546-0315

ACC ESS

The Official Publication of the Agricultural Training Institute

FARMER- %‘

ENTREPRENEUR "7
ITHAHEART o //

‘_‘. d

{.’;-. ‘-'..‘."' # l‘ﬂ..-- s | 1!‘.-1'\11'!"'.—__ : - g A
| 5 i : { L } 2 5
| ?- ‘ LT

}r o Homecoming: Mak
- a better life
__with organic farming

h%‘ : AT, Smart Communications

. Digital Farmers

= about Organic
Agrict at:GarhIl!s Farm

N
v iy T D E—




CONTENTS

NEWS
Mative animal farming introduced to wounded -I 4 Business opportunities in coconut explored
soldiers for additional source of livelihood at special free seminar
Mew publications launched to promaote 2 5 AgriTalk sees CDO's growing interest im urban
agriculture agriculture
M eity Fapsin Tarinies ad'..'an.l:e s 3 '| ﬂ Rice farming innovations celebrated
in Japan
Takehlier o aci et 3 17 PWDs in SOX. BARMM ready to raise chickens
in duck-raising after training
Halal Program exhausts efforts an free-range 4 -I 2 ATL Smart Commmunications launch Digital
chicken enterprise Farmiers Program
FEATURE
Farmer-entreprensur with a heart E E Homecoming: Making a better life
with organic farming
INSIGHTS

13

Learning about Organic Agriculture at GerMil's Farm

a."fnq—th‘.:?
sz b
%, il ’_;

—

ACCESS

------ I

Editor-in-Chief Antonieta | Arceo | Associate Editor Enika Z_ Vizcarra | Winters and Contriburtors Janine L. Cafle, Marianne B. Antonio,
Reszell Angelie 5. Fetalzana, Jessa Mee O, Guiang, Catheryn M. Villorente, Ginalyn V. Arbutante, Deodith Grace H. Batcbatic,
Erika Z. Vizcarra, Ma. Theresa B. Laxamanz, Angelica Marie T. Umali, Melody 5. Co | Photographers Daniel 5. Mila,

Ashies P Canilang | Layout and Creatives Jaywee P Masilang | Adviser Dir. Afredo 5. Aton, MP5-DM

This publication is quarterly published
by the Department of Agriculture-
Agricolural Training Inztitute (DA-ATI
Elliptical Rioad, Diliman,
Quezon City, Philippines

Printed in the Republic of the Philiopinas

Copyright 2012, All ight= reserved.



Native animal farming introduced to wounded
soldiers for additional source of livelihood

Janme L. Cailo

MASUGBU, Batangas—wWith the aim
to capacitate Wiounded-in-Action
soldiers and their dependents with
skills and knowledge on the viability
of native animal farming as an
enterprise, the Agnicultural Training
Instrtute Regional Training Center
[ATI-RTC) IV-& and the Department
of Mational Defense’s Wounded
Soldiers Agriculture Association
(WSAC) conducted the four-day
Training Course on Hik Pinas (IP) and
Mative Pig Production.

Mative animals are considered

as important components of
agnicultural production in rural areas
as augment food supplies,
provide high quality protein food,
and source of livelihood. Some

of the animals that are common

in the Philippines are the native

pig and IP, a genetically superior
breeder duck developed in a
project conducted by the Philippine
Council for Agriculture, Aquatic and

Matural Resources Research and
Development of the Department

of Scence and Technology and the
Mational Swine and Poultry Research
and Development Center of the
Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI-
NSPRDC).

The training delivered lectures and
discussion to help the participants
understand production management
of native pig and IP.

To showcase the potential by-
products and market of native

pig, Ian Cabriga of Tecofely Mature
Farms presented the management
and production of native swine. He
discussed the preparation of natural
concoctions that can be used in this
enterprise such as the fermented
fruit juice and fermented plant juice.

Likewise, Teofely Nature Farm
executive chef Roy Resurreccion
guided the participants on prepanng

processed native swine by-products
such as longaniza and lechon. Prior
to these, BAI-MSPRDC chief Dr. Rene
Santiago discussed the breeding and
production of IP.

During the closing program, ATI-
RTC IV-A center director Marites
Piamonte-Cosico furthered the
Instifute’s support to the participants
by providing four gilts, while Teofely
Mature Farms donated one boar.

“Kayo ang mga sundalo na nag-
aalay ng buhay para sa bansa.

Marapat lamang na bigyan kayo ng
ikabubuhay ninyo (You are soldiers
whao have dedicated your lives for
the country. You deserve to receive
livelihood opportunities),” Cosico
said.

The training was held in Brgy. Biliran,
Masugbu, Batangas last June 3-5,
20719, %




AT! officinls lead the cover reveal of the “From Arms to Fe.rn".:'m:'ea; story book in Migan City.

»

New Publications launched to promote agriculture

ILIGAM CITY, Lanao del Morte—To
further empower and inspire Filipinos
from different sectors, the Agricultural
Training Institute (ATI) remains
committed in documenting the
transformative power of agriculture.

The Institute, through the Information
Services Division, led the cover reveal
and launch of its newest publications,
the “From Arms to Farms” success story
book and "Gastronomica” coffee fable
book.

"From Arms to Farms® features a
collection of inspining stories of

former rebels in Lanao del Norte and
Misamis Occidental as they venture into
agriculture. These rebel returnees were
supported bﬁ.ﬂ.‘l‘[, local government
units, and other partners through
capability-enhancement activities and
funding for their chosen agribusiness
projects.

The publication chronides the
Journey of these rebel retumees in
reclaiming their life as beneficiaries
of the “From Arms to Farms" project.

Mananne B. Antonio

The stones capture their resiliency,
determination, initiatives, and
outstanding efforts in battling hunger
through farming.

Moreaver, through the book, ATI
aims to broaden the perspective of
Filipinos, espedially the youth, on the
potential of agriculture to improve
their livelihood.

In his speech dunng the "From Arms
to Farms" book cover reveal, ATI
Director Alfredo Aton thanked the
beneficiaries for sharing "evidences
of life-changing experiences and
acco mﬂlis hments in cultivating peace
through agriculture.”

The ATI Director also expressed
appreciation to the Iu:lvz:allj
govermniments of Lanao del Norte and
Misamis Occidental and the Armed
Forces of the Philippines for their
cooperation in the implementation of
the project

"It is remarkable to see that you
contimue to work with the same love

for country even when the journey
to peace and development is not
as smooth as we hope it would be,”
he said as he addressed the rebel
returnees who were present at the
event.

Meanwhile, "Gastronomica” offers
stories and trivia on various dishes and
farm products in Morthern Mindanao.
This book was developed by ATI-
Regional Training Center (RTC) X to
promote the different farm sites in

the region and highlight the farm-to-
plate advocacy of the Department of
Agniculture.

The “From Arms to Farms™ book cover
reveal and "Gastronomica” book
launch was held through a Pagana-
inspired celebration last June 25.
Other attendees include directors of
ATI-RTCs in Mindanao, Learning Site
cooperators in Region X, and partners
from Smart Communications, Inc. and
Manila Bulletin.«




NEWS

Young Filipino farmers advance skills in Japan

DILUMAN, Quezon City—Twenty
cmf ung Filipino farmers have

set foot to Japan to undergo skills
training for 11 months.

This was last April 12 after these
trainees completed a 75-day

P rture crientation course
{PDOC) which involved training
courses on crop preduction, farm
med'lanu:atmn, swinge production,
and rice farming also took
classes in Nihnngn and the
Japanese culture.

"Our commitment is to do our best
as representatives of the country in
the develo of the agriculture
sector,” Ro Dnesta, trainee
from Region V and batch president,
said.

During the PDOC culmination
ceremony, Department of
Agriculture Assistant Secretary

for Operations, Agribusiness,

and Marketing Andrew Villacorta
reminded the trainees of their role

Mananne B. Antonio

in the improvement of the country’s
iculture, bang.that they are the
among all the young farmers.”

He also challenged them, especial

those engaged in rice farming, to !
strengthen efforts in rice production
in support to the newly si
rice tariffication and liberalization.

Meanwhile, Agricultural Training
Institute (ATT) Director Alfredo
Aton congratulated the trainees
and assured them of the Institute's
rt in all their undertakings as
Filipino farm leaders. He advised
the trainees to make the best out
of their time in Japan to leam new
agricultural technologies.

"We need you, our young generation
of farmers, to modemize Philippine
agriculture,” he said.

Orther guests during the event

were Japan Agricuttural Exchange
Council (JAEC) Local Coordinator Koji
Kaneda, ATI Regional Training Center

ed law on

directors, regional coordinators,
and partner Japanese Language
instructors from the Technical
Education and Skills Developrment

Authority.

The Young Filipino Farm Leaders’
Training Program in Japan is an
eXC ram managed by the
.!lu.'I'l,';ﬁ-'.E;,Ep;.-ﬂ]'ltershpmhEI ip untl'lni?EC :rl:d
the Japan Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries. The
program is aimed at encouraging
undergraduates of agnculture,
fishenies, and business courses, and
out-of-school to deve

their farming mrﬁ and becmnbp e
successful agri-preneurs and experts
in their respective fields.

This year's batch of trainees include,
for the first time, females from
different areas nationwide.

The culmination ceremacny was held
at the ATI Rural Development and
Education Center last Apnl 8 in this

city. &

Stakeholders learn new techniques in duck-raising

Ressell Angelie 8. Fetalsana

POBLACION, Trento, Agusan del Sur—Thirty agricultural
extension workers, barangay agricultural workers
(BAWS), farmers, and other agriculture enthusiasts from
different parts of Caraga region were updated on new
techniques on duck-raising.

This is thr the Training on Sustainable Duck
Production last June 5-7, 2019 at Jinayon Duck Farm,
a Leamning Site certified by the Agncultural Training
Institute-Regional Training Center (ATI-RTC) XI0

The participants were able to listen to lectures on

the importance, benefits, and opportunities in duck
production. They also performed hands-on activities in
the farm.

"It was a very informative activity. We thank ATI for
giving us the opportunity to join and leam some ways
in taking care of the ducks we raise in our backyard.
We hope for our duck production industry in Caraga

to bloom and have a sufficient supply for its meat and
eggs, especially for balut,” said Lemuel Sanugan, a BAW
from Esperanza, Agusan del Sur.

The three-day event was conducted in support to the
Mational Livestock Program. The program aims to
improve the economic status of livestock and poultry
raisers by capaatating them with skills and providing
them opportunities for additional income. «

April-fune 2019



The AEWs [earn prachces in free-range chicken
production from the staffof Feta Farm, an AT]
Learning Site in Region X1,

Halal Program exhausts
efforts on free-range
chicken enterprise

Jessza Mae 0. Guiang

KORONADAL CITY—With the
government's increasing interest
in Halal Free-range Chicken
Production as a heatthier
alternative among other
production means, the Agricultural
Training Institute-Regional
Training Center (ATI-RTC) XTI
facilitated a five-day Training

of Trainers (TOT) on Free-range
Chicken Enterprise.

The activity aims to educate
agricultural extension workers
(AEWSs) who are expected to
further disseminate information
on this technology to the farmers.
Likewise, the TOT was conducted
to capacitate the participants in
terms of providing appropriate
knowledge on important as

of halal Egul'try prl?:h?:luctic:n. s

This unigue poult stem
allows c?ﬁckgr?s tl:hr};r?:?ly roam
and have access to organic

food such as natural grains and
insects in contrast to tood grown
with pesticides. In addition,
practitioners need to make sure
that the chickens are certified
‘halal’ and were raised in strong
adherence to the standards set by
halal certifiers.

Some 29 AEWs from Region

¥ showed full support for the
venture and actively participated
in the training held at ELM Vine
Hotel in Koronadal City last March
25-29 2019.»

Business opportunities in coconut
explored at special free seminar

Catheryn M. Villorente

DILIMAN, Quezon City—To help
boost the coconut industry in the
country, the Agricultural Training
Institute (ATI) spearheaded a
special free seminar on fresh young
coconut

Experts from the Agnicultural Credit
Palicy Council (ACPC) and the
Fhilippine Coconut Authorty (PCA)
were invited to talk about the health
benefits, uses, and investment
opportunities for coconut.

Renato Barriero, project
development officer at the ACPC,
shared the investment opportunities
for smallholder farmers including
coconut farmers. One of these is
through the Production Loan Easy
Access (PLEA) which provides easy
access to loans through lending
conduits such as cooperatives, non-
gguek;nn'lent organizations, and rural
n

Through PLEA, a farmer can take

a loan of up to Php150,000 for

his farming venture. Barmero also
discussed the requirements for this
and other ACPC loan programs.

PCA's Market Research and
Promotions Division chief Rosella

PCAs Market
Research and
Promotions
chief Rosella
Fillaruel
talks about
food business
opporhmnities
WSENg COComit
products,

Villaruel discussed the uses, health
benefits, and business opportunities
related to coconut. With a number
of health benefits of coconut water,
Villaruel called this the “fluid of life”.

"Buko (young coconut) drinks can
substitute our vitamin intake, flushes
out toxins in our body, and delays
aging,” she remarked.

She underscored the food business
opportunities using buko meat

and water as well as on processed
coconut products such as coco
fertilizer, handicrafts, natural dye, and
many others.

ATI Director Alfredo Aton graced the
event and shared that the special
seminar was conducted to help
coconut farmers explore value-
adding activities, that is aside from
copra production. He furthered that
the Secretary is keen to help farmers
acquire the needed capital for their
respective ventures.

About 50 individuals from Metro
Manila attended this special free
semninar held last April 2, 2019 at the
ATI Central Office compound. +




The resource spegkers sit down for o quick qwsﬁﬁnﬁand-mwer session with the participants.

AgriTalk sees CDO’s growing
Iinterest in urban agriculture

Marianine B. Antonio

CAGAYAM DE ORO CITY—Interest
in urban agriculture continues

to grow as over 700 farmers and
farming enthusiasts in this city
gathered for the second of this
year's AgnTalk senes.

In the activity spearheaded by
the Agnicultural Training Instriute
(ATI), participants were provided
with information on square-foot
gardening, beekeeping, and
mushroom production.

As he welcomed the attendees,
Dante Simangan, Manila Bulletin
Publishing Corporation’s Vice
President for Circulation,
emphasized that AgriTalkis a
grand initiative for farmers across
generations, including the youth.

Moreover, he assured one
that the Manila Bulletin wi
consistently be a partner of the

Department of Agriculture (DA)

in strengthening the capacities of
farmers nationwide. "We are all
concerned about the agriculture
situation of the country,” he stated.

Likewise, Center Director Ma.

Lydia Echavez of the ATI-Regional
Training Center X, said that the free
seminar helps not only the farmers
and farm enthusiasts, but also the
youth in their involvernent in the
agriculture industry.

The Center Director declared that
as the training arm of DA, the ATI
is “giving focus on out-of-school
and in-school youth in terms of
g:qf:andi ng their interest and skills
in farm:

ing."

Meanwhile, Carlota Madriaga,
Regicnal Technical Director

for Operations of D&—Regional
Field Office (RFO) ¥, thanked the

e
EWS

organizers for choosing Cagayan
De Oro as the venue for the

She noted, "Farmers and farm
entrepreneurs of Cagayan De
Oro are privileged to leam about
new farming technologies from

experts.”

Speaking to the particpants, she
furthered: “The technologies you
will learn are developed and tested
through research which are ready
to be applied.”

One of the resource speakers
during the event was Honono
Cervantes, a retired police officer
who is now an expert in square-
foot gardening in Cagayan De
Oro. He shared his knowledge and
experiences in planting organic
wegetables in limited spaces.

Cervantes also demonstrated

how he makes the most of his
300-square-meter garden to plant
vegetables through the square-
foot method.

Also included in the line-up of
experts were Jocelyn Ellevera

and May Shell Tumilap from the
DA-RFO X. They, respectively,
talked about beekeeping and
mushroom production as business
opportunities.

The actiity was held last May 24
at 5 CDO Downtown Premier.
It was made possible through
the collaboration with the Manila
Bulletin Publishing Corporation
and the Bureau of Agricultural
Research. #

“We are all
concerned about
the agriculture
situation

of the country.”

LA



Farmer
Entrepreneur

Heart

Ginaiyn V Arbutanie

“There is no other sustainable job except farming®
- this is what My Perlito Montafiez uttered during his

internview

*Mang Pepe”, as what his neighbors call him, is one of the
Learning Site (LS) cooperators of Agricultural Training
Institute-Regional Training Center (ATI-RTC) Carago. His
farm adopts the Integrated Diversified Organic Farming
System. Aside from livestock, poultry, and organic
fertilizer production, he olso has organic vegetables in his
farm located in Brgy. Adloy, Carrascal, Surigoo del Sur.

Mang Pepe, 38, first received assistance from AT in 20156
when he became an LS cooperator. Y am so blessed
and thankful to hove staff from ATI Corago help me
and give advice on what to do, particularly on feed
formulation, even beyond office hours. Without their
assistonce, | would not be successful in my endeavor as
L5 cooperotor,” he confessed.

When he met ATI

Mang Pepe met ATl by coincidence. There was a time
when the demand for organic fertilizer increaszed and
chicken dung was not enough to supply the maorket's
rising need. As he plonned to venture into organic
fertilizer production, he sought assistonce from the
Provincial Agriculture Office of Surigoo del Sur

"The Provinciol Agriculture Gffice referred me then to

ATl Caraga. | dropped by ATI for the first time and asked
about feed formulotion or anything that they could offer
[Apparently,] | was on the right track,” Mang Pepe stated.

“Pve alwoys been curious about feed formulation and |
had hoped to formulate my own,” Mang Pepe confessed.

Mang Pepe has since attended training conducted by ATI
on various topics, such as organic fertilizer production,
feed milling, farm mochinery, and Organic Agriculture
with Mational Certificate (MC) 1. ATl Caraga offered him
more trainings and he never refused. For him, every

43
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training is an opportunity and a blessing because what
he learmed is another opplicotion of technology in his
own farm that is worth sharing with others. Until, in 2018,
his farm became a School for Practical Agriculture,
something that he hos dreamt of in a long time.

A lifelong learner

For Mang Pepe, oge doesn't matter. This was clearly
proved by the college degree he earned ot the age of 35,
through scholarship from the Department of Labor and
Employment from 1996 to 2002.

“Being o working student was not easy. | worked in o
private feeds company in Contilan, Surigoo del Sur ot
nighttime and went to school at doytime,” he added.

In 2002, he groduated with o degree of Bachelor of
Science in Education ot Surigoo del Sur Institute
of Technology, now known as Surigoo del Sur State
LUniversity-Cantilan Compus.

I never expected to make it to the top with the hardships
| encountered that time. | would even bring my son to
school when nobody would bobysit him,” Mang Pepe
tearfully recollected.

With an entrepreneuricl heart

"l want to experience how it feels to be rich, that's why |
never refused any opportunity to venture into business,”
Mang Pepe smilingly said.

He is full of optimism in life. As LS cooperator, he wants
to prove to his constituents that he is worthy to such title
by being o model farmer ond an entrepreneur rolled into
one.

"l believe in not relying only in one source of income.
Instead we must diversify and integrate farm activities,”
advised Mang Pepe.

Maong Pepe cbserved that it would be better to formulate
and produce his own feeds for his pigs and chickens than
to purchase outside because he can sove o certain peso

in every kilo.

In 2014, he ventured on feed milling business. Mang Pepe
said thot due to finoncial constraint for the stortup,

he borrowed money from a private lending firm in their
province. 1 paid it for 18 months and today, | thonk God
for the profits. He really blessed my business,” he added.

He delivered his produced feeds ond organic fertilizer to
the mining companies in their province with o minimum of
100 sacks per month. Using the feed mill, Mang Pepe will
have savings of Phpl,00000 per day. In his egg production
alone, he con have a net income of Phpl,500 per day

in addition to Php23,000.00 per month from his chicken
dung as orgonic fertilizer. According to him, there is really

money in poultry.

*The feed mixer that | received from ATl helped me
produce instantly the minimum socks of feeds in a day,
not onty for my own consumption but also for others who
need it most. All these achievements | hove right now were
reclized through the help of the ATI," Mong Pepe uttered.

& certified winner

"Sometimes, you will be tested towards reaching your goal
but challenges in farming is only in the beginning,” stated
Montanez

In spite of the challenges and discouragements hurdled
by others in farming, he really pursued his passion and
proved them that they were wrong.

Mang Pepe strongly believed in time management as key
to success. As arisk-taker, he accepts every opportunity
that knocks on his door. "When | have the chance to
venture on a certain thing, | risk it oll, but | just prepare
my heart for whatever the outcome is," he soid.

April-June 2018
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Groduated with o degree of
Bachelor of Science in Commerce,
berlie Delco londed an office job

im the Municipolity of Makato. In
17987, she worked as o Community
Worker in Gabriel M. Reyes Memorial
Foundation, o lecal foundation

in the province of Aklan. However,

a salary of Phpll o doy was not
emough for Merlie to support her
siblings; thus, she decided to work
in Jeddah, Soudi Arabic. Luckily,
she was employed ot the Genenal
Conscles house, she worked as o
caregiver and ot the same time, she
alzo does office works.

Loter on, Merlie got married and
started her own family. For the times
that she waos not with them, her
consolotion was she'd be able to
provide for their needs. She found a
good employer, indeed, as she was
allowed to go home every two years
to visit her family.

she was elected as an officer at the
bunicipal Agriculture and Fishery
Council, as well as the Provincial
Agriculturcl and Fishery Council In
2008, she zerved as the choirperson
of the High Value Crops Council

im their municipolity. Combining
conventional farming and the
natural farming technologies she
Jjust hod learned, she was able to
produce o good horvest

Until in 20012, whien she became

one of the enrollees of School-On-
the-Air [(504) on Orgaonic Fertilizer
Production implemented by the
Agriculturcl Troining Institute -
Regional Training Center VI {ATI-
RTC Wi The 504 program is one

of ATls distance learning on the
complete pockoge of technology of
a commodity and other agriculiure
and fisheries-reloted subject matter
It i= a series of rodio programs,
presenting the subject matter

about ATl and its programs and
services Thru the SCA, | was able
to learn the easy woy of preparing
waorious organic concoctions

and fertilizers, not only for my
consumption but also as o source
of additionaol income. Besides, | wasz
able to help protect mother earth in
iy oam Little wary.”

Dedicated, passionate, and
committed to praoctice all the
leszons she learned during the S04
on Crganic Fertilizer production,
herlie did her best such to gather
row materials for vermicomposting

“Pecple lough at me every time
they see me carrying rice strows
and banama stolks, and picking
up animal {cow/coroboo) monure
for my wermicomposting project.
They would sometimes murmur at
aach other about how silly | look.
But | didr't care. All | had in mind

HOMECOMING:

Making a better life with organic farming

Az time went by, the long-distance
relationship between Merlie

and her husbond became more
difficult. Misunderstondings and
miscommunicaotion tock its toll
Merlie hoped to sove her marrioge
by deciding to go back to the
Philippines, but she was too late.
Her husband already left her and
their children in exchonge for o new
family.

Passion in farming began

In 2004, Merlie decided not to go
bock to Jeddah to raise her seven
children. A= o single gparent, she
was determined to provide for their
needs. Merlie decided to venture
into forming oy renting o one-
hectare rice land. Being a former
employee of the agriculture office
in their municipality, she hod the
opportunity to attend trainings
conductad by the local government
unit where she learned notural
farming technologies. &z she
became an active farmer-leader,

Deodith Grace H. Batichatic

systematically and in o progressive
manner, aired for a period of not
less than threse months.

The 504 progrom in region WVl has

o unigue component where the
participonts of the program get to
attend foace-to-foce classes, aside
from the usual listening to the radio
broodoast. This is called the Farmer
Field School {FF5). During FFS, the
participonts apply the technologies
tought to them during the radic
airing

‘During the S04 on Cnganic
Fertilizer Production, we were tought
how to make the different organic
fertilizers including Fermented Plant
Juice FPJ), Fermented Fruit Juice
[FFJ). Fish Amino Acid [FAAL), Effective
Microorganizm, ond Organic Herbbal
Mutrient. We were alzo tought obout
wermicast production and its uses,”
says Merlie.

‘I am wery thonkful to the Lord for
giving me an cpporiunity to leam

wias that | needed to produce those
organic inguts to be oble to use it
for my rice and vegetables®

I 2013, Merlie participated in
ancther SOA program that ATI-

RTC W1 offered. This time, it was on
Organic Vegetable Production. The
knowledge and skills she coquired
ir this S04 progrom pushed her

to venture into organic vegetable
production. Eventually, Merlie found
herself growing vegetobles in a 400
square meter lond. pechay, tomato,
and ampaloya. In just one cropping
period, she was able to earn mare
than P15,000 in cash for her produce.

Diversifying her farm

Merlie's older sister, sow her
determination and decided to help
her by providing financial support
to establizh o vermicomposting
facility. According to Merlie, since
2012 when she started to proctice
vermicemposting, she sold obout
F000 kiles of vermicast or about
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Rice farming innovations celebrated

PASAY CITY—Top rice-producing
provinces, cities, and municipalities,

as well as outstanding farmers’
asscciations, in 2018 were recognized
during the latest Rice Achievers Awards.

Various local government units,
immigators’ associations, and small water
irmigation systems associations received
trophies and cash prizes for their
exemplary contributions in nice farming.

Senator Cynthia Villar, chairperson of
the Senate Committee on Agricutture
and Food, congratulated these
achievers as she gave the keynote
message during the awarding
CETEMOY.

“You all made sure that rice remains
a staple in the Filipino household and
significantly contnbuted to our rice
production,” she said.

The senator also highlighted the
present administration’s efforts to help
rice farmers nationwide which include
free irrigation and the Rice Tariffication
Law.

Mananne 8. Anfonio

Villar stressed that local nce farmers
will benefit from the programs
supported by the law. She explained
that, under the law, the government
primarily enforces a tarff scheme on
rice importation as part of the country's
agreement with the World Trade
Organization in 1995.

Likewise, Engr. Ariel Cayanan,
Undersecretary for Operations of

the Department of Agriculture (DA},
expressed the Department's gratitude
to the rice farmers, in behalf of
Secretary Manny Piriol.

“In many ways, cur ability to produce
rice is a measure of our strength as a
nation,” he said.

Cayanan acknowledged the
contributions of farmers in ensuring
food securty. He furthered, “Food
securty is not only an issue of public
policy. Food secunty is a matter of
sunvval”

Meanwhile, Randy Buen, Kuta Pawa
Small Water Irmgation Systems

Association president, extended their
appreciation for the government's
assistance in their pursuit for
development

"We thanked the government for
all the opportunities that they have
opened for us,” he stated.

Other key officials of the Department
including ris attached bureaus and
agencies, the National Imgation
Administration, and governors and
mayors from different provinces

and municipalities were among the
guests at the awarding ceremony.

The Rice Achievers Awards is an
annual recognition for rice industry
achievers that aims to motivate rice
farmers to contribute more in the
country's rice-sufficiency efforts.

This prestigious gathering led

the I:Eﬁ., in %mrd?na’cion ﬁ%‘th tI'Elllr
Agricuftural Training Instriute,

was held last May 30, 2019 at the
Philippine International Convention
Center. &
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Senator Cynthig Villar
leads the distribution
of trophies and checks
to the recipients

af the 2018 Rice
Achievers Awards,
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Persons with disability in Kiomba receive storter kits for their organic free-ranpe chicken enterprize

PWDs in SOX, BARMM ready to raise

KIAMBA, Sarangani—"T l=armed

a lot as I listened to the lectures.
I've raised chickens before, but my
management practices seemed not
appropriate. Thank you so much
for making the effort to reach out
to us. Hopefully, after five months,
our chickens will increase to 30-

40 heads," Kiamba Persons with
Disability (PWD) Association vice
president Artelistes Peduca said
during one of the training activities
of the Agncultural Training Instriute
(ATT).

Peduca is one of the 32 participants
during the three-day Training on
Organic Free-range Chicken held

in Kiamba, Sarangani on June 5-7,
2019. The activity was conducted
by ATI-Regional Training Center
{(RTC) X0, in cooperation with the
Municipal Agriculture Office (MAC)
of Kiamba.

chickens after training

Ma. Theresa B. Laxamana

Kiamba MAC's resident
veteninarian, Dr. Amor Elevazo,
shared practical tips in raising free-
range chickens. The participating
PWDs also imime: at the
Municipal Demo Farm where they
saw a model free-range chicken
barn and observed how to conduct
vaccination and other management
practices of chicken.

During the closing ceremonies,

the trainees received not only their
training certificates but also several
heads of free-range chickens. The
participants with high test score
increments were also given poultry
feeds, vitamins, feeders, and
waterers as prizes.

Meanwhile, a similar training was
also conducted for 33 PWDs in
Matanog, Maguindanao in the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region

in Muslim Mindanao on June
12-14, 2019. The training tapped
the expertise of Toto Laguialact,

a successtul uindanacn free-
range chicken raiser who is also the
chairperson of the Halal Producers’
Cooperative in Kabacan, North
Cotabato and a graduate of the
Farmers Poultry School conducted
by ATI-RTC XIL

The trainees also brought

home free-range chickens after

the training to start their own
livelihood projects. Armed with
new knowledge and skills, ATI-

RTC XTI officials congratulated the
participants on their achievements
and willpower to change the
meaning of “PWD" to “Persons with
Determination™ »
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ATI, Smart Communications launch
Digital Farmers Program

MAKATI CITY—The Agricultural
Training Institute (ATI) and Smart
Communications, Inc. Public Affairs
Group have sealed the deal that
will further expand their reach

in ca develo and
tecl'mpglgg |ndu5|mlch are
highly essential for the agriculture
sector.

Through the Digital Farmers
Program [DFP), the youth will

be engaged in a three-course
sequence focusing on acquainting,
capacitating, and empowering small-
holder farmers with basic digrtal
tools and technologies, partu:uiarlj,r
social media, climate and weather
monitoning applications, and
e-Farming, among others.

Moreover, the DFP intends to
harmess the high technology-

Angelica Mane T. Umali

adaptability skills of the youth in
actively onboarding small-halder
farmers into the digital space, and

consequently, establishing a solid
channel of idea-exchange from using

modern agricultural technologies
to discovenng old-age farming
traditions passed down through
generations.

Parallel to Agriculture Secretany's

directive, this program ho

to produce vanous agricultural

content based on the wisdom and

ractices of farmers. These will later

uploaded and shared in various

information and communications

technology platforms.

Ramon Isberto, head of Smart’s
Public Affairs Group, stressed that it
is high time that the private sector
come in and be a "partner-enabler”

of the farming community. “We want
to be a partner of ATI and we commit
to bring our expertise in technology to
help the agriculture sector,” he added.

Isberto and ATI Director Alfredo Aton
led the signing of the memorandum
of understanding. ATI Information
Services Division chief Antonieta Arceo
and regional training center directors
Marrtes Piamonte-Cosico and Mana
Lydia Echavez from regions Iv-A and
X, respectively, were also present to
witness the event.

Four batches of the DFP are already
set to roll out in the third quarter of
this year in the provinces of Cavite,
Laguna, Batangas, and Rizal.

The DFP MOU signing was held on
June 7, 2019 at the Makati Garden
Club in this cty. *




Learning about Organic
Agriculture at GerNil’s Farm

MElody 5. Co

T'wish we had more time to spend at GerNil's Farm for this year's 10th Organic Agriculture trip with the Agricultural
Training Institute (ATI). Gawad Saka awardee Gerardo “Boy" Cordero is a wonderful host and conversationalist,
perhaps due to his wealth of experiences in organic farming. His farm is a School for Practical Agriculture under ATI

in SOCCSKESARGEN (50X). I highly recommend passing

by this farm to eat, walk around, and let Mr. Cordero impart his

learning, experiments, and wisdom. especially if you have that dream to plant someday even in an urban setting like
Manila! He has coconuts, mangosteen, cacao, palay, pala-isdaan, pigs, and other farm animals.

“GerNil" came from the owners' combined names, Gerardo
and Nilda. It was accredited in 2014 as an ATI Learning

Site and promoted one year later as School for Practical
Agriculturs, This year, they are vying to be one of the few
Farm Tourism Sites in SOX, with their farm practices as their
tourism activities, in accordance with the Farm Tourizm
Development Act of 2016.

They went organic 11 years ago. What | noticed was the
abundance of shade and coconuts in their farm. The trees are
also spaced properly which contribute to the aesthetics of
the place.

A smiling Mr. Cordero greeted us. He told us that he has three
farming sites and he believes in the 10x10 (meters) or less
spacing for coconuts, cacao, mangosteen, lanzones, and other
ftrees because land sizes are getting smaller per generation
He iz alzo an advocate of medicinal herbs and plants,

We tasted his homemade tablea hot chocolate and we
couldn't stop getting a second and third cup! Lunch was
another memorable activity. They served “pato-tim” (patatim
made of duck), ginataang native chicken with ubad (core

of banana stalk), black rice, and the yummiest vegetarian
lechon! For their signature drink they taught us howto
make “ka?&ngsi"—kamnte tops, tanglad (lemongrass), and
calamansi.

Manong Boy received a Gawad Saka award for the
coconut-based farming category, so naturally, we
shouldn't dismiss his collection of coconuts! We
took a short van trip to his other farm site. There we
found rows upon rows of coconuts! It was like a mini
plantation where they collect coconut sap and make
coco sugar and coco syrup!

Of course, Mr. Cordero said no to monocropping.

This is five hectares of organic diversified farming
integrating plants with animals. The AT is helping him
fund the design of his three-storey structure for ducks
[pato), lamb [tupa), goat (kambing), and African night
crawlers, All the animals’ dung goes down to a slot right
next to the vermiculture area, so it's automated and
easier.

He told us that the soil is like a bank The plant sucks all
the nutrients and when it is depleted, you will need to
deposit what it has lost, so you put vermicompost. You
get cheap farm inputs and lessen your farm waste in the
process.

I'would love to visit his farm again! Mr. Cordero is very

approachable and open to answer questions about his
farm, fruit trees, and organic agriculture.

Eutitn's Note M £ 5 o of ATTS gartner Wity bloggers who help grosols srganls agriuliee. This & an abrkgal
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DA SECRETARY WILLIAM DAR'S

8 PARADIGMS

TO LEVEL UP PH AGRICULTURE

1

Modernization
must continue

2

Industrialization
of agriculture is key

3

Promotion of exports
is a necessity

4

Consolidation
of small-and-medium-
size farms

5

Infrastructure
development would
be critical

6

Higher budget
and investment
for Philippine agriculture

7

Legislative support
is needed

8

Roadmap development
is paramount

‘ ‘-:Thruugh RCEF, we hope to uplift

the practices and lives of our
farmers who are our main partners
in achieving rice security. Their
success will pave way for available,
affordable, accessible, safe, and
nutritious ri-::e for the Filipinos. ,,
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