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SUBJECT: Designatihg !the‘Agrlculthralwrralnmg Institute as Apex
Agency for a Unlfled and i Efficlent Agriculture dnd
Fisherles Extenslon System

In the Interest of the setvice, the Agricultural Tralning Institute (ATT) Is hareby
desighated as the national apex agency for extension of the Depattrent of Agriculture
(DA) in order to otchestrate the agriculture and fisherles extenslon system fot a
unified and efficient delivery of extension services in the country.

As such, the ATI shall take the lead tole in the implementation of extension
programs of the DA, Including the management of ‘extension fuhds to ensure that
extension setvices achieve optimum results. 1t shall cootdinhate all hatiohal ahd local
government extension programs in the national agricultute and fisheries extension
system towards the achievement of the nhational goals of agricuiture and fisheries,
Specifically, ATI shall petform the following functions:

¢ Provide leadership in the developmerit of hational extension policies in .
agticulture and fisherles;

¢ Orchestrate the development of a natlonal extensioh strategic plan for
agriculture and fisherles to accelerate the achlevement of the goals of the
agriculture ahd fisherles modernization;

s Develop and Implement hational programs aimed at the ' continucus
improvement of the quality of extension methods, products, and setvices

towards a8 more efficlent, participatory and client-responsive khowledge
~ management system;

¢« Manade the national extension resdurces for agriculture and fisheries ahd
ensure a sustalhable and cost-effective systeti of funding public agriculture
and fisherles Information, educatioh and communicatiott (IEC);

¢ Provide leadership in the development and implementation of the National
Agriculture & Fisherles Knowledge Network (NAFKN) of the Department
through a system of partnerships that includes the LGUs; the academe, the
civil society organizations (CSOs), stakeholdets along the value chain, the
rural-based organizations RBOs, and thp private sector;

 Provide national leadership in developing extension patthetships towatds
increased investrnent and private sector patticipation;



» Team up with the  stale universiies and  colleges (SUCs) of
agriculture/fisheries as kay partners in the implementation of the natlonal
piograins specially in the areas of extension Innovallons, national tralning,
and monitoting and evaluallon of extenston institutlons and progtams; and

e Provide leadetship in developing and implementing a natlonal system of
strengthening  institublonal — extension  capacities  at  all  levels of
implementation, '

In the nidst of today's global crisls brought about by the Increaslng prices of
basic commodities and fuels and climate change, tha role of extension Is vety crudlal
to mitigate thelt adverse effects on the agricullure aind fishetles sector, This
designation of the AT Is expecled to make the national agticulture and fishetles
extension systam more responsive Lo global challenges and to ensure food secinity to

the Fillpines.
This Adninistiative Order s Issued to stengthen the mandated functions of
AT under the Agriculture and Fisheries Modetnbation Act (AFMA) of 1997, Any
previous lssuances that are Inconsistent fierewith are hareby dedlared nult andovotd™
e
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This Order shall take effect inmeadiately and will femaln in force’until revoked,

CoF
ARTH R?:?‘MP
SeCretary k
July 29, 2008 0@4



